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Subject SOCIOLOGY A LEVEL Exam board AQA 

Course outline 

 

A Level Sociology provides you with the exciting opportunity to 

gain a deeper understanding of the world around you and reflect 

on social issues that are often relevant to your own social 

experiences. It opens up the possibility for fascinating discussions, 

for example ‘what impact do digital forms of communication have 

on social relations?’, ‘how do sociologists investigate inequality in 

society?’ and ‘what are the patterns and trends of religion in 

relation to social class?’ You will acquire knowledge and a critical 

understanding of contemporary social processes and social 

changes and have the opportunity to  develop a broad set of key  

desirable skills, including the ability to analyse and formulate clear, logical arguments with scope for extensive 

evaluation from a range of theoretical perspectives.  Developing strong critical thinking skills and being able to 

consider issues with a global outlook will be of huge benefit to you moving forward, whether this is in further 

education, the workplace or society in general. 
 

Course assessment 

 

Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods (33.3%) 

 

Paper 2:  Topics in Sociology (33.3%) 

1. Families and Household 

2. The Media or Beliefs in Society 

 

Paper 3:  Crime and Deviance with Theory Methods (33.3%) 

 

Course progression 

 

Sociology is an academic subject which nevertheless equips students with a range of skills beyond those of the core 

curriculum. In our classes you will learn to think critically, to question common-sense assumptions, to solve 

problems, to work independently and as part of a group and to write a clearly structured, analytical essay. All of this 

is excellent preparation for university or for a whole range of careers. 

Sociologists go on to work in the media, law and other institutions of criminal justice, public relations, market 

research, social work, foreign aid and development and teaching; many of course are inspired to stay in an 

academic environment researching aspects of sociology for the remainder of their careers! 

 


