
Cotswold Edge Sixth Form 
 

  
 
 
 

Subject CHEMISTRY A-LEVEL Exam board AQA 

Course outline 
 
In year 1 of the course candidates are given a solid grounding in 
foundation chemistry, which will be invaluable to anyone intending to 
study physical, biological sciences or engineering at university level. The 
specification introduces the chemical reactivity of atoms and molecules 
and provides an understanding of their structures. The development and 
use of the Periodic Table is explained.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Structure and Assessment 

  A-level  Units (Year 1) 

Inorganic and Physical 

Organic and Physical 

A-level Units (Year 2) 

Further Organic and Physical 

Further Inorganic and Physical 

 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Objectives This will be taught and tested through inorganic chemistry, physical 

chemistry and organic chemistry topics plus the addition of 12 required 

practical procedures and write-up.                                                                   

Final assessment for this course consists of three examinations.                                  

All practical work will be assessed through structured and multiple 

choice questions. 

Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of scientific ideas, 
processes and practices. 

Apply knowledge and understanding 
in a theoretical and practical context. 

Analyse, interpret and evaluate 
information. 

 

Course progression 
 
Chemistry permeates all aspects of our lives, from medicine and engineering to smart phones and aviation alloys. 
Everything you use will have had inputs from chemists and materials scientists. This makes it a fascinating subject to 
study with the opportunity to delve into cutting edge science. An A level in chemistry is also valued by industry and 
universities who recognise the rigour and discipline involved. 
A qualification in chemistry can lead to careers in science, engineering, software development, finance, medicine, as 
well as degree courses in chemistry, chemical engineering, civil engineering, mechanical engineering, electronic 
engineering and dentistry. 
 

In year 2, candidates will study kinetics, equilibria, thermodynamics, 
organic chemistry (including proteins and DNA) and spectroscopic 
techniques to determine the molecular formulae and structures of 
organic compounds. This course will be taught mainly through practical 
work and dynamic delivery of theoretical elements. 
 

Morphine (from Gr. – dream). Powerful analgesic, 

isolated from the oriental poppy                     

(papaver  somniferum). 


