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Subject MUSIC A-LEVEL  Exam board EDEXCEL 

Course outline 
The course will enable you to further explore the three key 
strands of music; composing, performing as well as 
listening and appraising. The course is tailored around 
your strengths as a performer and composer allowing you 
to work with musical styles of most interest to you. 
Through the analysis of set works, you will gain an in-
depth knowledge and understanding of the development 
and construction of music in addition to experiencing 
music from a vast range of genres, styles, cultures and 
traditions. As part of the course you will undertake 
numerous performances in concerts throughout the 2 
years.  

 

A2 (2 years) Component 1: Performing Music (30%) - Solo performance lasting approximately 8+minutes,                  
grade 7 standard or above. 
Component 2: Composing Music (30%) -1 composition & 1 compositional techniques study 
Component 3: Appraising (40%) - 2 hour examination: 
                                                                               - Section A: Areas of Study and Dictation 
                                                                                -Section B: Extended responses  
                                                                                 

 

Course assessment 
Component 1: Performing: Recital of 8 minutes,  grade 6+ standard                     
Component 2: Composition: 4 minute composition – style chosen by student, 1 technical composition using Music 
Technology        
Component 3: Appraising: Examination in May/June of the second year 
Section A:   
● Three questions related to the set works (audio and skeleton score provided). 
● One short melody/rhythm completion exercise. 
Section B: 

 Two essay questions – essay one (20 marks) and essay two (30 marks) 

 Essay one asks students to draw links from their study of the set works to the music heard as an unfamiliar 
extract. 

 Essay two gives a choice of three questions that ask students to evaluate the musical elements, context and 
language of one set work. Each option will be from a different area of study. 

Course progression 
 
Music is a highly regarded choice as an A-level course for all university degrees.  As a progression route in itself, 
Music can lead onto further studies, such as in performance, composition, musical directing, arts management, 
education, business and media, journalism, 


