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Course outline 
Students of our Edexcel A level in Music Technology will 
focus on the techniques, practices and principles of music 
technology as an area of advanced study. They'll learn 
about the technical principles that underpin music 
technology, develop a technical vocabulary, and be 
encouraged to use music technology as a tool to develop 
their composing and arranging skills. They’ll have access to 
the latest musical software that has become the industry 
standard, using this to develop their creative approaches 
to music making. Students will gain a practical 
understanding of how music technology has evolved 
during the last century and learn how to work in a studio 
to record, capture, edit and manipulate sounds in order to 
produce a professional sounding mix.  

 

 

 

A2 (2 years) Component 1: Recording 
Component 2: Technology-based composition 
Component 3: Listening and analysing 
Component 4: Producing and analysing 

 

Course assessment 
 
Component 1: Recording (Non-examined assessment: externally assessed, 20% of the qualification, 60 marks) 
Assessment overview 
● One recording, chosen from a list of 10 songs provided by Pearson, consisting of a minimum of five compulsory 
instruments and two additional instruments,  
● Assessed on the quality of the audio capture, editing, processing and mixing of the recording 
 
 
Component 2: Technology-based composition (Non-examined assessment: externally assessed, 20% of the 
qualification, 60 marks) 
Assessment overview 
● One technology-based composition chosen from three briefs  
● Assessed on the sound synthesis (creation), sampling, creative effects, mixing and compositional techniques / use 
of musical elements  
● Total time must be 3 minutes. 
 
 



 

Component 3: Listening and analysing (Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes, 25% of the qualification, 75 
marks) 
Assessment overview 
● Section A: Listening and analysing (40 marks) – four questions, each based on unfamiliar commercial recordings  
● Section B: Extended written responses (35 marks) – two essay questions – analysing and comparing the use of 
music technology in unfamiliar recordings  
 
Component 4: Producing and analysing (Written/practical examination: 2 hours 15 minutes (plus 10 minutes 
setting–up time), 35% of the qualification, 105 marks) 
 
Assessment overview 
● Students will correct and then combine the given audio and MIDI materials to form a completed mix, which may 
include creating new tracks or parts from the materials provided. 
 
Section A: Producing and analysing (85 marks) – five questions related to the audio and MIDI materials provided 
that include both written responses and practical tasks. 
 
Section B: Extended written response (20 marks) – one essay focusing on a specific mixing scenario, signal path, 

effect or music technology hardware unit. 

Course progression 
 
This course can lead to careers in many music fields such as sound engineering, music production, studio work, live 
sound technician, education or any creative genre such as video game design or film scoring, as well as degree level 
study in music and music technology or commercial music courses and qualifications. The course combines well 
with courses such as Physics and can lead to work in fields such as acoustics, sound analysis and music science 
research. 


