
Creativity is at the heart of all of the Art and Photography lessons taught at Chipping Sodbury
School. The aim of Art and Photography is to inspire innovation, independent learners, 
resilience and originality. Pupils get to experiment through a vast range of different mediums 
and gather inspiration through a number of varied possibilities. Through the evaluation and 
exploration of Artists and Design Movements, pupils gain vital knowledge and understanding 
of the culture of Art to support in the development of their own projects.

Chipping Sodbury School

Art and Photography Curriculum Outline

Art and Photography curriculum is able to extend and support student’s literacy and 
numeracy skills throughout both practical and theoretical lessons. Oral literacy is a focus in 
every lessons through the use of deep thinking questioning and the use of key terminology 
used by staff and students alike. Key terminology are highlighted early on in KS3 and 
knowledge organisers are used to build upon these key words. We want pupils to practice 
and understand visual language with in our subject. Spellings are corrected in line with the 
whole school literacy policy and pupils are encouraged to use key terminology throughout 
their written work. Literacy is further supported and practiced through Artist research, on-
going evaluations and analysis of existing work of other Artists. Numeracy skills are 
supported through accurate marking and measuring, also through the researching 
timelines of Historical Art Movements. 

Within Art and Photography students learn a range of skills in different mediums including, 
but not limited to, painting, drawing, clay and printmaking. All pupils will access Art lessons 
during KS3 and can then opt for Art Craft and Design or Photography at GCSE level. Across 
all key stages students are taught to develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating 
critical understanding of sources. Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and 
experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes. Record ideas, 
observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses, through drawing and 
annotation, and any other appropriate means. Present a personal and meaningful response 
that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language.

At KS4 pupils will be following the AQA specification, where pupils will complete an NEA 
(non-exam assessment) and complete a 10 hour exam. The NEA is worth 60% and the exam 
is worth 40% of their overall grade. This is accurate for both Art Craft and Design and the 
Photography GCSE.



Engagement throughout Art and Photography is strong due to creative, interesting and well-
structured lessons. Pupils enjoy the practical element of these lessons and value the 
resilience and independence it promotes. Pupils thoroughly enjoy building on their skills and 
using a range of techniques and mediums. Student can make independent decisions about 
their own work, which will lead to unique tangible outcomes. Schemes of work have been 
chosen to be engaging and relevant to young people, whilst also promoting new skills and 
developing on existing skills already learnt. Pupils are taught by a specialist subject teacher in 
each area and gain valuable knowledge practically and theoretically.
Teachers use differentiation within the classroom to support and stretch pupils learning, 
teachers also support KS4 pupils through after school support sessions. Teachers of Art and 
Photography have set up an Instagram account to solely promote and reward pupils work 
within the subject area. 

Within Art and Photography, teachers have high expectations for pupils work and 
behaviour. Pupils are pushed and encouraged to achieve the highest possible outcome for 
themselves and to continue to build on prior knowledge. With this in mind, we expect pupils 
to try their best in every lesson. Teachers ensure that lessons are planned appropriately, 
so pupils feel confident with engaging in tasks and work at a level which encourages them 
to be aspirational. Within Art and Photography pupils are encouraged to experiment with a 
range of tools and mediums to develop innovation. Our marking policy with next steps, 
builds on previous knowledge and promotes a positive growth mind-set. Throughout Art 
and Photography we promote a range of Artists and Careers within the industry to 
encourage enthusiasm for the subject and area of study. Rewards and positive language 
are used regularly to promote confidence and a sense of achievement for pupils. This is 
done through certificates and our very own Instagram account. This will also promote 
respect and praise the work of others.

The Art and Photography department run a number of extra-curricular activities, which 
include visits to galleries and museums to help engage and educated pupils. These 
museum exhibits and galleries help to inspire pupil’s interests in an area of study, item, time 
period, or develop ideas. Pupils will learn to embrace diversity through learning about 
different artists, art movements and cultures. There is also an after school Art club set up to 
support the GCSE program of study.  An Instagram account has been recently set up to 
exhibit pupil’s work and gives inspiration to all pupils. Rewards are continuously used with 
special Art and Photography certificates being produced and used on a regular basis. Our 
aspirations for Art and Photography is to set up competitions, which will run across the 
faculty to reward and engage pupils within this area of study. Art clubs will be set up for all 
KS3 pupils to inspire them and allow them to further their interests in Art and Photography 
within the near future. The topics covered within Art and Photography also promote respect 
for others views and opinions. Within our lessons we built on the pupil’s ability to work in a 
group and also as independent learners. The subject is always promoted as a future career 
option and as a lifelong passion. 


