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English Curriculum Outline

The curriculum model for English at KS3 has been created with the expected standard at Key Stage 2 firmly 
in mind as a starting point. The curriculum for reading, writing and speaking are based on the expectation that 
students have reached a specified threshold and that we are responsible for broadening and deepening their 
knowledge, skills and processes from this point and at each review point thereafter. We also track back from 
the assessment objectives for English Language and Literature GCSE to ensure there is a clear trajectory we 
world expect students to maintain or exceed in order to achieve an excellent GCSE grade in both 
qualifications. The curriculum is based on the interleaving of the aforementioned skill-sets across a variety of 
contexts with an ever increasing expectation of what excellent looks like. Attainment is tested at regular 
intervals and progress is tracked and moderated across the whole cohort to ensure progress from starting 
points is evident. Data from assessments is used to inform next steps for the class, as well as individual next 
steps for student feedback linked to our tracking system. In the case where a student or particular groups of 
students are not making expected progress, we also offer additional support informed by a sophisticated and 
robust question level analysis system to ensure intervention can happen at the earliest possible point to 
ensure students are able to get back on or above their expected trajectory at the earliest possible opportunity. 

Our curriculum model systematically builds knowledge, skills and mastery throughout each unit of work, as 
well as across each year of study, through the use of interleaving that becomes ever broader and deeper as 
the course progresses. Our high expectations in terms of anticipated standards are evidenced throughout this 
curriculum model through the use of explicit success criteria in each unit of work linked to our English tracking 
system. The expectation of progress and attainment for each student is differentiated by target grade but is 
taught using the same topic content to ensure that every student is exposed to a rich and varied range of 
English Language and Literature, as well as exploring socially, culturally and historically relevant topics such 
as gender, race, power and privilege. Our model provides students with the resources to engage in opinions 
and viewpoints, as well as learn how to develop and be confident in expressing their own. We provide 
students with all that they need to succeed in English at GCSE Level and beyond.

The English curriculum explicitly extends and develops our students literacy and oracy skills. Each unit of 
work features key words for both tier 2 vocabulary (specific, ambitious) as well as tier 3 vocabulary (subject 
specific terms). These words are taught throughout the scheme of learning, both in the abstract as words to 
explore in terms of roots and other grammatical properties and spellings, understanding meaning, as well as 
to be applied within the context of the work itself. For example, words in our Year 8 ‘Gothic’ unit of work 
include: dilapidated, melancholy and petrified. These words are interwoven across units of work to encourage 
application of vocabulary across different contexts. We also explicitly teach using active reading strategies 
such as skimming and scanning, making predictions, reading comprehension, summarising, analysing, 
interpretation and evaluation across our units of work. The English curriculum uses deliberate modelling of 
high level literacy and oracy. Furthermore, the texts we choose offer a cumulative built in terms of reading 
complexity. We see literacy as a fundamental right, and have a programme in place for students on entry to 
ensure that students that come to us with below the expected standards of literacy are supported in additional 
intervention sessions, informed via a diagnostic test to ensure support is directed in the right place, be it 
phonics, comprehension or spelling. These students are then re-tested at intervals- same areas of interest, 
different context – to ensure progress is being made and to re-evaluate where gaps are and when they have 
been sufficiently closed for intervention to be refined or to come to an end.



Engagement in lessons is strong because lessons are planned to be pacey, creative and relevant. Each
lesson is placed within a longer scheme of learning. Units of work are based around a series of big questions,
such as What was it like to be a Woman in Shakespeare’s Time? in our Year 8 ‘Much Ado About Nothing’
topic. We have an English specialist teaching assistant within the team. The units of work are all written in an
SEN friendly format. We also use visualiser cameras in all of pour classrooms to model good work and to
share success Exam access arrangements are utilised in the classroom to ensure all student achieve to their
full potential in assessments.. We also provide all GCSE students with our duel-coded CSS Knowledge
Organisers and revision strategy sheets, as well as starting our lessons with either vocabulary activities or low-
stakes quizzes to support memory and retention. These strategies have been proven to accelerate progress
for all students, particularly boys. All students, including those classed as vulnerable, are carefully monitored
and attainment and progress scrutinised to ensure teaching and learning meets their needs.

We have very high expectations of all students in English and use the language of Growth Mindset to challenge 
students to build their resilience and to be the best that they can be. We always reward great effort. We also use 
questioning to challenge students, with a no-opt out policy and follow-up questions planned in advance and 
targeted to ensure all students are encouraged to think deeply at all times. Almost all students are entered for 
English Language and English Literature GCSEs. We consider exposure to great literature to be a right not a 
privilege. A high proportion of students go on to study English Language or English Literature – or both – at A-
Level, with students taught at Chipping Sodbury School often going on to read the subject at University, 
including those in the Russell Group and at Oxbridge

The English faculty run trips to the Royal Shakespeare Company in Stratford-Upon-Avon to give students the
opportunity to take part in rehearsal room style drama workshops and to watch live performances. We often
have visiting authors, either in person or via video link, such as travel writer Matt Dickinson. We also take part
in the Concorde Book Awards each year, offering students the chance to read, blog and discuss the year’s
most exciting fiction releases. We always attend the award ceremony itself and share on stage our thoughts
on the books. Furthermore, we take part in the Young Writers competitions every year, and have had a large
number of students’ work published. We run a variety of trips, including Poetry Live! and a visit to the Harry
Potter Studios.
The English curriculum promotes the importance of community and respect through its choice of texts and
topics, including the study of Suzanne Colllins’ The Hunger Games in Year 8 to explore ideas around power
and responsibility, and Malorie Blackman’s ‘Noughts and Crosses’ in Year 9 to promote ideas around justice,
equality and protest.
We also offer students the opportunity to explore a number of strong voices in society, from Greta Thunberg
on climate change, to Malala Yousafzai on education and entitlement. We explore ways to empathise with
and understand different viewpoint, how to express these viewpoints, and, critically, how to form our own
ideas and opinions.


