
Geography at Chipping Sodbury School is taught through a wide range of teaching methods.  Students 
are encouraged to be independent learners and develop resilience throughout the KS3 course. Our 
curriculum is broadly split into two key areas; Physical and Human Geography.  However, these two 
strands consistently interleave with each other to develop the students understanding of an 
interconnected world. This approach allows the students who opt for Geography at KS4 to be successful 
within the subject area.

Chipping Sodbury School

Geography Curriculum Outline

The Geography KS3 curriculum follows the guidelines set out by the national curriculum, providing 
students with a broad range and depth of learning across the subject. Lesson are developed to 
upskill students in both skills and knowledge as they move towards the geography GCSE at KS4, 
which follows the AQA syllabus. This enables a broad curriculum with interleaving and sequential 
topics being taught throughout KS3 and KS4.
We designed our schemes of work for the whole of KS3 to embed key ideas, concepts and 
geographical skills to underpin future learning. All lessons are centred around a Big Question, 
regular low stakes quizzing and developing student knowledge of key terminology used in 
Geography. In KS3 there are 10 lessons per topic, including a revision lesson before an 
assessment to help develop revision strategies. Data from assessments is used to structure 
consolidation lessons and track the progress of all students. Assessment questions are based on 
GCSE style questions and assess the students using the different assessment objective used at 
GCSE. 
At KS4 AQA GCSE Geography syllabi are followed by all students who have opted to study this 
subject.  

The Geography curriculum is able to extend students literacy and numeracy skills. The 
use of keywords is a key feature of all KS3 lessons. Students are encouraged to re-draft 
work to include keywords at all stages. Spellings are corrected in line with the whole 
school literacy policy and students are introduced to extended writing skills and the use of 
SPaG at KS3 in preparation for the ‘Quality of Written Communication’ (QWC) questions 
at KS4.
Students are encourage to develop their Oracy skills through learning activities such as 
think, pair, share and having time to discuss teachers questions. This allows for peer 
collaboration allowing students to share ideas and gain additional knowledge. These 
teaching practices are embedded within the Geography curriculum.
Numeracy skills are imperative across Geography and students skills are developed as 
they move towards their GCSE qualifications. Numeracy skills are developed throughout 
KS3 and KS4.  Students are expected to be able to draw graphs, calculate mean 
averages and analyse/interpret data sets.



We have high expectations for all students in Geography.  We expect students to try their best and 
have a go whether they know the answer or not.  Students learn by making mistakes and, using a 
growth mindset, we teach students to correct answers and learn from these. Our marking policy 
develops growth mindset in our students as we try to extend their knowledge and understanding of 
topics by giving them challenging tasks to complete following a marked piece of work. For the most 
able we also include a challenge task to ensure all students continue to develop.
Students are regularly rewarded within the department through house points and postcards homes, 
promoting both outstanding work and positive attitudes to learning. Staff are encourage to vocalise 
these rewards to encourage further engagement and pupil resilience.
A high proportion of students study GCSE Geography at Chipping Sodbury School. At KS4 we have a 
proven record of our students out-performing those taught in similar schools, and consistently 
achieving a positive residual.
Due to the nature of topics covered in Geography we have powerful discussions over life choices and 
well being. The topics ensure that students gain an understanding of other peoples choices and this 
builds tolerance and understanding within the school and wider community.

Engagement in lessons is strong due to creative, interesting and well planned lessons with set 
routines used by all staff within Geography according to the whole school policy.  Students are 
challenged to explain findings and extend their understanding in all lessons to reach or exceed their 
aspirational target grades.
The Geography department work closely with our Inclusion Team and use student PPPs 
(Personalised Provision Plans) to ensure that all students reach their full potential.  Lessons are 
arranged around a Big Question and differentiated for students that need it. With the help of our linked 
Teaching Assistant we have developed standardised literacy tasks that have been developed to 
minimise ‘noise’ on the page for our SEND students.  Following assessments by the Inclusion Team 
all students in Geography have their exam access arrangements for all end of topic tests in lessons to 
ensure that they are achieving their full potential in all assessments.
Pupil Premium students are provided with revision resources to support both in school and at home 
learning in KS3.  In KS4 they are provided with revision guides, workbooks and flash cards to 
encourage effective revision techniques in preparation for external examinations.  All revision guides 
and flash cards are available to purchase on Parent Pay at a reduced price for all students.

In the Geography Department has run a range of trips to enrich the students learning. These have 
included trips to Slimbridge (ecosystems), Cadbury World (industrialisation and fair trade) and small 
field trips such as river investigations.
Students at KS4 complete trips linked to both Physical (river investigation) and Human (landuse in 
urban areas) Geography to allow them to undertake the skills aspect of the examination. These trips 
allow the students to enrich the learning that has been undertaken within the classroom and develop 
their knowledge further.
The topics covered in KS3 and KS4 teach students to respect other peoples beliefs and understand 
some of the choices that others take. They also teach students about our place in the independent 
world e.g. the interactions between people and the environment and the impacts that we have had. 
The KS3 curriculum aims to show the students different cultures across a range of different countries.


