
The intention of the history curriculum at Chipping Sodbury School is for students to gain a broad understanding of 
Britain’s past and that of the wider world. Understanding of the complexities of people’s lives in the past will be 
underpinned by investigating the following; how people in the past were ruled, how did people in the past live, what 
did people in the past believe and how do we know about the past. The fundamental purpose of each lesson is to 
inspire pupils’ curiosity and for them to actively want to find out more about the past. The spiral History curriculum 
at Chipping Sodbury School will ensure that skills and knowledge are built on year-by-year and sequenced 
appropriately to maximise learning for all students, and each lesson will not only stoke pupils’ curiosity but also 
empower them to think critically and be able to formulate their own judgements about the past and world that they 
live in. 

Chipping Sodbury School

History Curriculum Outline

Our curriculum is designed to develop students’ chronological understanding of topics through 
narratives, sources, lively illustrations, differentiated activities and engaging enquiry questions, to 
inspire students of all abilities. Topics are sequenced chronologically and into thematic and period 
studies. Our curriculum helps students connect new knowledge to existing knowledge (including 
KS2) to help further develop students understanding. Importantly throughout Key Stage 3 and Key 
Stage 4 second order concepts are prioritised. We teach students to understand the different second 
order concepts; interpretations, significance, continuity and change, and cause and consequence. 
To ensure students can confidently apply second order concepts, our lessons aim to embed skills in 
source analysis and comparing interpretations, as well as analysing contextual material to reach 
substantiated evaluations and judgements. Through our spiral curriculum, these skills are assessed 
at increasingly advanced levels and with new content, allowing students of all abilities and needs to 
build on their prior learning and achieve progress. Impact of the curriculum will be judged around 
students’ abilities to know, understand and explain the narratives they have studied. Judgments will 
be based on two key pieces of evidence: Knowledge tests – every lesson students will have a low 
stake quiz and every 5 lessons a more extensive factual recall test. These will test current and prior 
knowledge from the whole curriculum. Revisiting information helps embed information more 
effectively. Every term students will practise a particular GCSE style question stem and then revisit 
the question in the term to build upon their technique and knowledge. Students will have the 
opportunity to improve on work during directed improvement time. 

The History curriculum gives our students opportunities to develop a high level of literacy and numeracy 
skills. Like all curriculum areas, History has technical tier three terminology, which has a specific meaning in 
the curriculum context. Students are explicitly taught key terms and these are reinforced through directed 
literacy based tasks. Helping students develop their literacy skills is a fundamental part of each lesson as 
writing and speaking help to focus thinking and to clarify understanding to express ideas. We have multiple 
literacy strategies in place to help students to clarify, extend and communicate their developing knowledge 
of history both in writing and orally. Extended writing skills is build upon throughout the key stages, as is 
speaking about and discussing interpretations and ideas of the past. 
Numeracy skills are developed throughout KS3 and KS4 for example using BC & AD dates and as they 
progress, using graphs and statistics to help develop their understanding of cause, continuity and change. 



Due to a combination of well-planned, stimulating lessons and enthusiastic teachers, student engagement in 
lessons is high. We ensure we empower students with the confidence to engage with subject content and ask 
questions to extend their knowledge and understanding. Student progress is a priority and we strive to ensure 
students have the opportunity in lessons to reach or exceed their aspirational target grades.
Our lessons are planned in line with school policy and we ensure consistency in the way lessons are 
structured and differentiated to meet the needs of all students. We are  fortunate to have a history specialist 
Senco, who has assisted with curriculum planning and has quality checked history resources to ensure they 
are SEND accessible. Additionally, our PowerPoints include whole school SEND symbols and are not too 
content heavy. We also work with our linked Teaching Assistant and inclusion team to ensure we are meeting 
the needs of all students. We also ensure specific students have their exam access arrangements for all end 
of topic tests in lessons to ensure that they have the opportunity to achieve at every assessment point 
throughout the year. 
Pupil Premium students are provided with paper resources to support both in school and at home learning in 
KS3.  In KS4 they are provided with revision guides, to encourage effective revision techniques in preparation 
for external examinations.  All revision guides are available to purchase on Parent Pay at a reduced price for 
all students. We also run intervention sessions for KS4 students, which have been very popular and help 
students embed exam-based skills and improve retention of subject knowledge. 

We have high expectations for all students in history to engage with their learning in and outside of the 
classroom. We use metacognitive strategies to help student to understand the way they learn and build up their 
confidence in their ability to succeed. Students are encouraged to ‘think aloud’ especially when struggling with 
reading comprehension or problem solving, they are given checklists and knowledge organisers, to support 
pupils in taking responsibility for their own learning, and self-evaluation. The importance of low stake testing is 
valued by the department, as we believe that the students should be given the opportunity to try, make mistakes 
and to learn from them. Multiple choice quizzes, quick quiz with answers in books, key words tests or recalling 
key facts/dates/people from memory are often used as starters or plenaries in History lessons.
We are fortunate that many students opt to continue with history after KS3 and we often have students achieve 
beyond their track grade. 
We also have a unique opportunity in history to develop a greater understanding of mental health and 
wellbeing. Historical examples are uniquely valuable in communicating the wide variety of social and cultural 
contexts that create understandings of mental health, for example when studying WW1 we investigate the 
causes and responses of individuals that developed shell shock. History also allows students to explore how 
different cultures have supported individuals’ wellbeing and what we can learn from past examples. 

We are striving to make our curriculum as diverse as possible to enable our students to expand their 
perspectives through a range of spiritual, moral, social and cultural opportunities. We ensure our curriculum 
has diverse voices in it to ensure students know about contributions from different groups in society. Through 
topics such as Migration and Slavery, we also seek to promote their sense of moral and social responsibility. 

To help develop students cultural capital we use ‘meanwhile’ examples to make connections between people 
and events in places around the world. We have made use of the history ‘meanwhile, elsewhere’ site’ for 
home learning tasks, to allow students to develop a greater sense of period. We also use trips and history 
competitions to give students the opportunity to expand their knowledge and interest further. We also focus 
on careers in history, to ensure students are aware of the jobs available linked to history and to give them 
confidence to go and explore qualifications and jobs that they will never of heard of. 


