
Being a speaker of more than one language is a normal aspect of modern life, and learning a foreign language
at school is essential preparation for thriving as global citizens of the future.

Through learning a foreign language, students actively learn to uphold the school values, for example through:
respect for other cultures and traditions; the expectation that all students will have the aspiration to learn a
challenging subject and be the best that they can; showing integrity at all times in their interactions with each
other; taking responsibility for their own learning through asking questions and responding to feedback.
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Learning a foreign language helps students to see language as a structure separate from the world around
them. This awareness of language is a crucial psychological step for students to be able to decontextualise
and re-use language, and learning another language clearly supports developing proficiency in English. In the
early stages, we focus on phonics and spelling patterns, and teach students how the language works, which
leads to a better understanding of English grammar. We choose cognates and vocabulary carefully, to teach
students how to make links between languages. Students are taught how to read and access complex texts
right from the early stages in Year 7, and are taught how to structure extended sequences of both speech
and writing.

Numeracy is needed for successful communication in any language, as the use of numbers is such a key 
element in everyday situations, for example: ages, dates, time, prices and quantities. We use the phrase “Is 
that a lot?” as a useful prompt for getting students to think about numbers and their significance, beyond 
simply using numbers, to express quantity.

The first phrase we teach students is “Comment dit-on … en français?”, which means “How do you say … in
French?” – this enables students to ask for words and phrases that they need in order to be able to express
themselves beyond the confines and limits of a text book or list of words.

We teach predominantly in the target language, so that students enjoy communicating in speaking and
writing in French - we celebrate communication over technical precision, but prioritise key patterns and high
frequency language so that students can develop the accuracy needed to communicate increasingly
sophisticated opinions and ideas. We teach grammar in an identified sequence, and we use spaced
repetition and assessment systematically to support memory retention.

This memorisation of sentence patterns is the cornerstone of progress in learning a language, so we use a
variety of activities and skills, including online learning, to help students memorise the vocabulary and
language they have learned and put it into practice.

As students continue to progress, they learn to understand increasingly complex language, for example from 
films or magazine articles, and to manipulate language using their deepening understanding of how language 
works.



Whilst we have a key role in delivering the English Baccalaureate at GCSE and in providing a broad and
challenging curriculum in Key Stage 3, we prioritise enthusing and engaging our students so that we can (a)
contribute strongly to their employability, and (b) challenge insularity and promote British values at a time
of narrow thinking nationally.

Learning a language requires perseverance, resourcefulness and development of the ability to negotiate
meanings through reflection and problem-solving. Beyond soft employability skills, learning a foreign
language leads to qualifications with genuine currency with employers and higher education. Further, it is
impossible to predict which language(s) students may need to know in the future, and learning a language
at school provides an apprenticeship in learning which equips students with the skills and knowledge about
language which will enable them to learn other languages in the future as the need arises.

The travel opportunities for day trips and residential visits enable our students to see the world first hand
rather than through pages of books or computer screens. We aim to spark a spirit of adventure that will
lead to wider travel and an understanding of students’ place in the world.

The implicit challenge and inevitable setbacks involved in language learning help students develop the
transferrable attributes of resilience and independence. This is a can do subject, with the emphasis on
successful communication first which is then followed with grammatical proficiency, which teaches
students to develop a growth mindset. Students are guided towards next steps in their learning through
feedback that develops and stretches their thinking, understanding and ability to communicate.

We explore values and beliefs through a range of foreign films and stories, which help learners to see
themselves as citizens of the world who accept, appreciate and celebrate linguistic diversity as part of our
multi-cultural, multi-ethnic society.

A foreign language is one of the subjects required for the English Baccalaureate, and all students have the
right to follow this ambitious academic route. We are inclusive in our approach and whilst middle- and
high-ability students continue with a language to at least GCSE, we are determined that languages should
never be seen as elitist, and students with lower prior attainment are equally entitled to study a language
at Key Stage 4.

We are particularly keen that disadvantaged and other vulnerable learners should have access to the
intellectual stimulation and cultural capital offered by language study. We have devised our own taxonomy
of thinking skills, and move through ‘thin’ supported thinking to ‘thick’ higher order and more
sophisticated thinking, enabling all students, including those with SEND, to access the study of authentic
materials, including song, film and literature. Visits abroad include day trips and longer stays in France, as
we aim to provide progression in the level of independence needed and the linguistic demands made on
students. We ensure equality of opportunity by ensuring all students have access to these trips.


