
Creativity is at the heart of music learning, and students are taught to understand and appreciate

music and to be actively involved in making music. We encourage all students to develop a love of

music, and to develop music skills which will increase their self-confidence and sense of

achievement. We see music as an art form which enables self-expression of emotions whilst at the

same time enhancing students’ understanding of cultural, social and historical contexts.

Chipping Sodbury School

Music Curriculum Outline

Each Key Stage 3 unit of work places music into a different context and is designed to enable

students to understand how the characteristics of music are affected by the historical period, world

region and purpose for which it was written. Across the units, students work collaboratively and

individually to develop their performing, composing and listening skills, allowing them to revisit the

elements of music in different contexts, including the use of music technology.

At KS4 we follow the Edexcel GCSE syllabus which builds upon the foundations delivered at KS3

but with a greater emphasis on individual proficiency in students’ chosen instruments. In

composition, students have greater freedom to develop their own musical voice through their own

interpretation of a choice of briefs and a completely freestyle piece of composition coursework.

Students develop their ability to analyse both set works and unfamiliar works with academic

rigour.

Research shows that studying music improves students’ ability to remember words, thereby

improving their vocabulary and language development. Studies also prove a direct link between

music education and improved reading ability in students, particularly learning associated with

rhythm. Further, direct rhythm training also leads to improvements in certain elements of maths.

At Chipping Sodbury School, we address literacy and numeracy both implicitly as above through

rhythmic and treble clef notation, and explicitly through the teaching of subject specific vocabulary

alongside high-frequency, transferrable language, the study of song lyrics and other texts and, at

Key Stage 4, structured writing in the form of extended analytical essays.



It is well known that an appreciation of music contributes to high levels of wellbeing, and we aim for all
students to enjoy their music lessons in school as they collaborate with others, share their ideas and
find avenues for creativity and self-expression. We encourage students to strive for high standards in
their practical music-making, recognising that the joy and challenge of performing have a very positive
impact on students’ confidence and self-esteem. We run termly lunch-time concerts, where volunteers
perform on stage and audience contributions raise funds for local mental health charities.

Participating in one or more of our extra-curricular ensembles provides students with a sense of
belonging and the knowledge that they are a valued member of a team, working together towards a
common goal. In addition, many of our students who receive instrumental or singing lessons take
graded practical music exams which give them a sense of progress and provide them with
individualised and aspirational goals.

We are in the unique position of being the only secondary school in the town which provides us with
several opportunities to perform at public community events. St John’s Church hosts our annual
Christmas Concert, which showcases all our extra-curricular ensembles and provides opportunities for
students to perform solos and duets. We also produce a large-scale concert in the Town Hall as part
of the Chipping Sodbury Festival in June, which is well attended by parents and friends of the school.
In addition, we have excellent links with the local primary schools and we take part in a joint annual
concert in the Town Hall as part of the festival celebrations. We also collaborate with local primary
schools to run the Alliance Orchestra, where our students act as leaders in supporting the younger
pupils to join in. Our school choir and our senior musicians participate in the South Gloucestershire
Music Hub’s joint Secondary Schools Christmas Concert in Clifton Cathedral.

In recent years, we have developed a number of partnerships to develop awareness of music-related
careers, including the British Institute of Modern Music (BIMM) who have provided a number of
performance workshops for our students, and the Guildhall School of Music who gave a keynote
lecture on careers in the creative industries.

We have a flourishing extra-curricular programme, which includes a large choir open to all students
across the age-range of the school, a jazz orchestra, guitar & ukulele group, flute choir and a number
of student-led rock bands who are able to book our practice facilities for rehearsals. Students have the
opportunity to receive individual or paired instrumental and singing lessons from one of our nine visiting
peripatetic teachers.

Music is a fully inclusive subject. We recognise and celebrate the fact that some students with SEND in
other areas of the curriculum are able to shine in music. Individual tuition is fully funded for
disadvantaged students, and we cover their costs for events outside of school, ensuring that no
students miss out on extra-curricular opportunities.

All students participate in music lessons as part of their creative curriculum throughout Key Stage 3,
and the option to take music at GCSE is available to all students. Structured scaffolding of practical
activities makes the Key Stage 3 curriculum accessible to students of all musical abilities, including
those with SEND. Students who continue with music at Key Stage 4 are required to sing or learn to
play an instrument in individual music lessons.


