
Religious Education at Chipping Sodbury School does not seek to inculcate a belief in any particular religion.
Instead it challenges students to think about spiritual and secular matters so they can develop their own system of
beliefs as part of their own identity. Essential to their development as young adults, Religious Education examines
a wide range of moral and ethical issues, and explores answers from a broad range of religious and non-religious
perspectives. Students learn that others have different beliefs than their own, and why these beliefs are held. They
learn that all beliefs should be respected and tolerated. RE prepares students to make a positive contribution to a
multi-faith society.

Chipping Sodbury School

Religious Education Curriculum 
Outline

RE begins in year 7 with an introductory unit that explores the key pillars of belief for the 6 main world
religions. This involves introducing new language, ideas and concepts which provides the basis of RE
throughout their time at Chipping Sodbury. By mastering the basics students then moves on to a unit looking
at the founders of these religions as they read inspirational stories of the beginnings of these religions, stories
that have influenced billions of people across the globe. Other units in year 7 involve a deep dive in to
philosophy and ethics as students tackle some of life's big questions; such as, what is the meaning of life?
And how should we treat our fellow humans? In year 8 students look at the fascinating religions of Buddhism
and Judaism and ask the difficult question of why do humans suffer? Throughout the RE curriculum students
alternate between thematic study of religion and philosophical and ethical issues, in part, to reflect the nature
of the KS4 course followed by GCSE students. Other units at KS3 include Sikhism Beliefs and Teachings,
Why were the Jews persecuted? Did Jesus really exist? And, why do animals suffer at the expense of
humans? At KS4 students follow the WJEC EDUQAS specification. In doing so, students study in depth the
beliefs and practices of two major world religions; Christianity and Islam. Through the study of these two
religions, students also investigate 4 themes; Issues of Relationships, Issues of Life and Death, Issues of
Good and Evil and Issues of Human Rights. Students not taking the option course RE study Culture and Faith.
This course covers many sociological, psychological and philosophical themes inviting students to cover
issues such as; should euthanasia be allowed? Why do people commit crime and is one life more valuable
than another?
Throughout the course, students learn to structure ethical arguments using knowledge of theistic and atheistic
beliefs and practices which they are able to evaluate to reach independent judgements. At KS4 students
knowledge is built upon and revisited frequently through bell work questioning and summative assessments.
Marking and feedback is given regularly with a strong emphasis on students reflecting on knowledge regularly
and building on this. Students are given regular verbal feedback which student use to improve on their work.

The ability to write long, detailed and structured answers is developed throughout the curriculum. At year 7
and 8 students are introduced to long essay answers. Essay technique is taught and mastered and knowledge
of theistic and atheistic beliefs and practices is incorporated to produce explanations and judgements of
increasing sophistication. Students learn religious language and how to apply it. Many tier 3 words are
introduced and students are taught words that are unfamiliar to the English language. As religion is a world
wide phenomenon, students are introduced to language from Israel, China, Tibet, South America and Europe.
At Ks4 especially, through the study of Islam and Christianity, students learn, interpret and use many words
from Arabic, Ancient Greek and Latin. Many words are broken down and the including the Qur’an, The Bible
and the Bhagavad Gita.
Written work receives feedback frequently and this feedback also includes feedback on their literacy, using the
school’s literacy policy to improve spelling, presentation, grammar and punctuation. Numeracy is supported
through the exploration of the significance of different numbers for people of different faiths and through the
beauty of numbers to inspire awe.



Lessons are taught with pace and challenge. Staff have high expectations of students for their academic
progress, personal conduct and spiritual/moral development. For many years, many students attain the
highest GCSE grades. Student progress is monitored against their targets to evaluate whether students are on
track. Students are challenged to meet and exceed their targets, and those below track are supported to close
the gap. Regular feedback enables students to do this.

The curriculum is age-appropriate and mature themes are delivered sensitively. Students have the right to
request absence from any lesson that they may find upsetting, and staff will proactively encourage them to do
so in some situations.

The exploration of a wide range of mature themes promotes students personal, moral and social development.
In year 10 Culture and Faith the students reflect on many contemporary issues which allow them to reflect and
develop on their own morality and opinion of many controversial issues.

Engagement in RE is high. The breadth of the course encompasses a wide variety of topics that students find
engaging, supported by a pan-theistic approach that does not seek to inculcate any single set of beliefs but
allows each individual student to develop their own beliefs. All the main living religions, including
denominations within them, are included in the course. Even those not taking full course GCSE engage with
the compulsory curriculum enthusiastically. All students receive the basic entitlement to Religious Education
from years 7 to 11 with some choosing to study the GCSE in addition to this. All GCSE students receive
bespoke and differentiated revision materials at no cost, with additional copies also made available for those
who are Pupil Premium to support revision at home.

The Culture and Faith course for all students is well respected with engaging ‘real life’ elements embedded
such as crime, relationships and healthcare. We explore many philosophical and ethical dilemmas relatable to
the world students live in.

All students with special exam access arrangements receive these for every summative assessment, and for
many formative assessments.
Unlike other curriculum subjects, parents have the right to request that their children are withdrawn from
religious education, though this is very rare. However where issues are raised in respect of personal
conviction or conscience these are always respected.

Religious Education develops a greater understanding that we live in a multi-faith world in which there is a 
wide diversity of belief systems. It teaches students to be knowledgeable, tolerant and respectful towards 
others. It prepares students to take their place in a multi-faith society and fosters social cohesion.  Through the 
Culture and Faith course at year 10, students learn about the culture and traditions that are prevalent in 
society. 

Although all the main living religions are included, greater emphasis is given to Christianity to reflect its 
position as the main faith in the United Kingdom, and the Christian heritage that the country has. Religious 
Education instils a wealth of cultural capital. It provides a basis for understanding the main traditions and laws 
of the UK, and for an understanding of other countries and cultures.

There are many opportunities for learning in the classroom to be supported by trips and visits, both locally and 
abroad.


