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Chipping Sodbury School

Newsletter

As we approach the end of this challenging term, we have much to celebrate. Our Year 7 students have settled very
well and are proving to be a delightful year group. They have impressed us all with their positive attitude and
engagement with their lessons. The vast majority of students in all year groups have continued to respond well to our
expectations and thank you to parents/carers for your continued support. Adapting to the expectation that face
coverings are worn in corridors is taking some time for a small number of students. After the holidays, please could all
parents/carers make sure our students have a spare covering in their bags along with one which is being worn?
On Thursday 15th October, the Local Authority conducted a review of the school to provide feedback regarding our
school improvement work. I am delighted to report back that the findings were incredibly positive with high praise for
the work carried out on developing the curriculum, the significant improvements in English and the response by the
school during the pandemic. This is further confirmation that our school is moving forwards rapidly. However, we are
not complacent and continue to address areas we have identified need further work. On the same day, a HMI from the
Health and Safety Executive visited the school to review our procedures and systems and was impressed with the work
in hand including risk assessments. This week, Ofsted visited us to find out how we are responding to the many
challenges we face to keep our school safe, fill gaps in learning and support both students and staff. Whilst this was
not an inspection and there will be no judgement, we had productive conversations and had an opportunity to feed
back some of the challenges and difficulties which will be reported to the DfE. This was a very supportive conversation
with 2 HMI.
On Tuesday 20th October, our governing body had a further meeting with Tim Gilson, CEO of Athelstan Trust to review
our application to join the trust. It was decided that strategically this is the correct decision for our school and we will
continue with the process to join Athelstan Trust which could be from April 2021. We view this as an exciting step
forward to work in collaboration with a family of like-minded schools. There will be further opportunities for parents/
carers and other members of the community to feedback through a formal consultation process which will start next
term.
Usually in term 1, we would have held our vibrant Open Evening to welcome the parents/carers and children from local
primary schools to help them make the decision regarding secondary education. As we have not been able to do this in
our usual way, we have made a short film and posted this along with a ‘virtual Open Evening’ presentation on our
website. If you have not yet seen the film, I recommend it to you as it represents the joy and vibrancy of our school
community. Three ex-students made the film and one of our very talented Year 12 students provided the musical
sound track. I do wish to thank everyone who participated in this piece of work. For families who have to apply for a
secondary school place for September 2021, this should be completed via the Local Authority online by the end of
October. Over the past few days, including Saturday, we have been able to show individual families around our school
on a personalised tour. It has been a pleasure to meet many families and the tours proved very popular.

Continued ...
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Having spent the past 3 years striving for additional funds to pay for the refurbishment of our student toilets, we have
some good news that this work should start next term. The current boys’ toilets near to the Dining Room will be the
first block to be developed and we are intending this section of the school will be totally re-modelled providing high
quality facilities. This will inevitably create more complexities for our site whilst the building work is underway, but it
will certainly be worth it. Once this section is complete, the existing girls’ toilets next to the Drama Hall will be
developed. This building work is greatly needed and will be a big improvement once completed.
I wish to thank all parents/carers for your continued support this term; our team work is invaluable. I wish all our
families a healthy and safe half term break.
Katherine Turner
Headteacher
Online survey – parental/carer permission
If you have not yet completed the online survey sent to all parents/carers via In Touch, please could you do so as a
matter of urgency? This is a link to the document: SURVEY. This is to ensure we are clear whether you give your
permission for us to send your son/daughter home at very short notice should we need to do so. We will always
communicate with you via text and email and no student in Key Stages 3 or 4 be sent home unless we have your
permission to do so. We understand and respect a number of individuals will need to be collected from school should
we reach that point. Social media will not be used by us in school to inform you of the need to send students home.
School day structure – adaptation term 2
Throughout this term, we have been constantly reviewing our systems and structures for running the school in the
present climate. We have made some operational changes to improve our plans including the relocating of Year 8.
From the start of term 2, Monday 2nd November, there will be a further change which will affect all year groups. We
will be trimming 10 minutes off the two lunchbreaks, which will also mean all students will leave school 10 minutes
earlier than their current designated time. It is not taking the whole school as long to purchase and eat their lunch as
we have additional serving spaces. Students will still have 35 minutes which should be adequate to eat lunch, use the
facilities and have some social time. This will also mean that we will further reduce the risks of contact across different
members of our school community. The up-dated schedule for the day is
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Maths News
On Tuesday 6th October, four of our Year 11 girls took part in the Mathematical Olympiad for Girls which is aimed at
girls and young women across the UK and consists of five challenging problems. We await to find out their results, but
well done for taking part.
Monday 12th October saw the launch of our Year 7 Times Tables Rock Stars competition. All of Year 7 should have their
logins for this, but if they need a reminder they can email Mrs Lynch. Year 7 have until Friday 6 th November to
complete as many Times Tables practice as they can and we will see who is crowned Year 7 Rock Star champion.

Careers
Bristol Virtual Careers Fair 23rd October 2020
10am-2pm
This event is being run by www.ukcareersfair.com
Free registration to attend event via - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bristol-virtual-careers-fair-tickets-74222169507
Email link will be sent to all students.
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Notice for all students currently studying GCSE PE and VCert Health and Fitness in Years 10 and
11
It is strongly advised that all students studying the GCSE PE course purchase a revision guide to
support their learning at home. The recommended revision guide shown is available on Amazon.
Students studying GCSE PE and VCert Health and Fitness will need to purchase a set of blank revision cards to enable them to create good quality revision resources that will help prepare them
for the exam. These are reasonably priced and available at most supermarkets (an example is
pictured).
Thank you for your support – The PE Faculty.

Jake Garett Swimming
Jake Garett (Year 9) has been selected to participate in the Swim England National Development Programme this
year.
This is stage 3 of the development pathway of which Jake has been selected at County and Regional levels over the last
2 years. A total of 430 swimmers have been selected nationally. The programme will look to develop the athletes’
knowledge of recovery, injury prevention and dry land training. Good luck Jake.
https://www.swimming.org/sport/national-development-programme-selection/
Levi Brown Cycling
Well done to Levi Brown (Year 10) who has completed a very tough physical challenge in aid of Chipping Sodbury
Rugby Club. Levi was part of a team who rode 104 miles to raise enough money to have safe disabled access installed
from their clubhouse to the pitches. Levi rode from 07:00 - 17:00 covering a distance of 104 miles in stages, as set out
below:
Stage 1 - The Ridings, home of Chipping Sodbury Rugby Club to Kingsholm, home of Gloucester Rugby.
Stage 2 - Kingsholm to Ashton Gate, home of Bristol Bears.
Stage 3 - Ashton Gate to The Rec, home of Bath Rugby.
Stage 4 - The Rec to The Ridings - a total distance of 104 miles.
This is a great achievement for such a good cause and the team has already raised over £4500. The school has donated
towards the cause, and if you would like to donate to help reach their target of £5000 then please visit their GoFund
me page below.
https://www.gofundme.com/f/safe-disabled-access-to-the-ridings?
utm_source=customer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
Well done to Levi and all involved.
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Year 11 Attendance
As part of our regular attendance monitoring, we are writing to all the parents/carers of students in Year 11.
What constitutes good attendance?
Attendance percentages are not like examination results: an attendance percentage needs to be in the high nineties
before it can be considered good. Consider the following examples:



An attendance record of 90% might seem good, but it is equal to one day missed per fortnight. If this continues
from Year 7 to 11, a total of six months’ education will be lost.
An attendance record of 80% might seem acceptable, but is equal to one day missed per week. If this continues
from Year 7 to 11, a total of one year’s education will be lost.

In order for an attendance record to be deemed good it must be 96% or above:




100% = outstanding attendance
98% = excellent attendance
97% = good attendance

Regular attendance means that students can make the most of their education, improving their chances in adult life, as
high attendance enhances students’ performance in examinations. You may be aware that there is clear evidence of a
link between poor attendance at school and low levels of achievement. Of students who miss between 10% and 20%
of school, only 35% achieve five or more GCSEs at Grade 4 or above including English and Maths, however 73% of
students who attend 95% of school achieve this.
In Year 11 if your son/daughter has more than ten unauthorised absences, including arriving late after the register
has closed, within a seven week period, the School will contact the Local Authority to ask them to issue a Penalty
Notice. If your child’s attendance falls below our school’s target of 97% you may be called in for a meeting.
If you are in any way worried about your child’s attendance and would like to discuss this further, or if you wish to see
your child’s attendance certificate please do not hesitate to contact your son/daughter’s Head of House.
Sixth Form News
A Level results days seems like such a long time ago now. I am proud to say that all of our students were able to secure
places at their chosen university. The students have now started their first terms and I would like to wish them every
success. Our students also secured some excellent apprenticeships this year with BMW and Kwik Fit as well finalising
places in the Army and RAF. Being Head of Sixth Form is such a rewarding job, it is fantastic to see the students move
on to start their careers at the end of their studies with us.
Year 12 have settled in very well to their new routines and studies, students have already applied for Access to Bristol
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/access/ including Pathways to HealthCare. Congratulations to our
students who have completed their applications for Cambridge University Shadowing Days.
Year 12 have attended a virtual University and Apprenticeship Fair. This has given the students an insight into potential
courses following their A Levels.

We encourage all of our students to secure work experience during their time in Sixth Form, although this may be a
very different experience currently. Prior to starting this the students must return a completed work experience form.
We are always looking to expand our bank of work experience places and if you feel this is something you can offer
please can you get in touch.
Continued ...
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Year 13 are busy completing their UCAS applications and well done to all our students who have met the Oxbridge
deadline. If you are a parent/carer of a Year 13 student UCAS have useful advice for you on their website https://
www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/ucas-undergraduate-advice-parents-and-guardians.
We
are
encouraging the students who are applying to get their allocations submitted after half term, as once this is done
students are able to focus on their exams.
Cotswold Edge Virtual Open Evening took place on Thursday 15th October and we are proud to launch our new
website, https://www.cotswoldedgesixthform.org.uk/ The deadline for applications is Friday 6th November. Once the
applications are in we will invite Year 11 students and their parents/carers to discuss their options to ensure the
students are taking the right courses for their future career choices. These interviews will take place towards the end
of November.
I would like to say how proud I am of the Sixth Form students and how they are all managing the new ways of working
and their home study. Remember to ensure there is a routine at home for study and a good place to do this. If you
are finding your son/daughter is struggling in any way please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Gill Hilleard
Head of Sixth Form
Library News
Students from Chipping Sodbury School book club were pleased to
welcome author, Emma L Walker, who has just published her first
book; The Noble Tigress. The students put Emma in the ‘hot seat’ and
asked her numerous questions about the reasons why she wanted to
be an author, what inspired her to write the book, how long it took,
the process of publishing and why she chose that title.
Emma said the title was chosen because a tiger reflected the
characteristics of the main protagonist in the story. The students
returned to their classrooms clutching a copy of the book with the
intention of reading it and writing some reviews. Some copies were
also donated to the school library.

Miss Walker told the students it took about seven months to write the
book, but she did have more time to focus on it during ‘Lockdown’.
She also encouraged the students to have a go at writing a book for
themselves.
Emma already has ideas for her second novel which she will be
starting soon. The students are looking forward to hearing about that
one too.

South Glos Parents and Carers have created a survey for parents and carers to complete about their experience of
SEND Clusters and the Inclusion Toolkit, details of which can be found at http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/
children/the-south-glos-way-inclusion-toolkit/
If this is something you wish to provide feedback on, please find the link to the survey here:
https://bit.ly/33n0x75
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