10th December 2020
Forthcoming Dates

Chipping Sodbury School

Newsletter
As we are nearly at the end of this very demanding term, I wish to report on many
successes at our school. Firstly, attendance at Chipping Sodbury School since the start
of term 1 has been very positive. At the end of November, the national average for all
secondary schools was 78%, whilst our attendance rates are 96.2%. Thank you to all
parents/carers who have supported us with ensuring our students have returned to
school and are engaging in their learning.
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Year 11 have now completed their mock examinations. We have been incredibly impressed with the mature attitude
and level of positivity demonstrated. Moving forwards, we know how important this set of exams will be. We have
received many applications for our Cotswold Edge 6th Form and all applicants are in the process of being interviewed to
ensure we have provided appropriate guidance for course choice. Other students in Year 11 have had an opportunity
to meet with a senior member of staff to discuss their plans and aspirations for September 2021. If your son/daughter
would benefit from further guidance, please make sure the relevant tutor is informed; we are keen to assist everyone
in making suitable plans.

Many of our Year 13 students are in the process of receiving offers from their choice of university. This is such an
exciting time and if anyone requires further assistance, Ms Hilleard or the 6th Form team will be only too happy to help.
In the new year, Year 9 students will be able to consider their option choices for Key Stage 4. There will be further
information early in January but to reassure you at this point in time, we will be making available short film clips about
each subject plus an opportunity for parents/carers and students to speak with subject staff online. It is likely that all
Parents’ Evenings in the short to medium term will be online. This has already worked well for 6th Form consultations.
Changes to our lunchtime arrangements have been reviewed and many students have provided feedback. Overall,
having a reduced lunch break and being able to leave slightly earlier whilst further limiting the time on site has been a
popular decision and we will continue with these arrangements into term 3.
We are continuing with our work towards joining Athelstan Trust and due diligence is well underway. Should you wish
to provide any feedback or raise a query as part of our consultation process, please use the
academyconsultation@chippingsodburyschool.com email address. All communication to date is on our website
including a recording of the parents/carers meeting with Tim Gilson, CEO.
Usually, at this time of year we would be looking forward to our Awards Ceremony in the Town Hall and our Christmas
Concert in St John’s Church. Whilst we are unable to hold either of these events, we will be recognising and rewarding
students in our final week of assemblies.
On Tuesday 8th December, the DfE announced that schools could end their term on Thursday 17th December. This was
a very late announcement and came after we had already published our arrangements for the last week of term.
Having considered this option, I have decided to stick with our original plan and we therefore expect all students,
unless they are unwell or self-isolating, to attend for morning lessons. The reasons for this decision include the
following:


It is too short notice for parents/carers with younger children to arrange childcare; we had already informed you
about our plans for the last day of term.
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We would need to change our pre-published Inset Days which could lead to further inconvenience to parents/
carers and possible confusion.
We have already planned the end of term carefully and it would cause additional workload to re-arrange and be
potentially disappointing for students if promised activities are cancelled
The option of reverting to remote learning on Friday 18th is not acceptable as that would place an additional
burden of planning on teachers and may increase stress in households.

Therefore, as previously communicated, the last day of term 2, Friday 18th December, will be as follows: morning
lessons will run as usual until 12.30pm for all year groups*. Students will then return to their tutor bases for a final
registration/tutor time and the dismissal of year groups will be staggered as follows:
Year 12 & 13- 12.30pm
Year 11 –
12.35pm
Year 10 –
12.40pm
Year 9 –
12.45pm
Year 8 –
12.50pm
Year 7 –
12.55pm
Friday 18th will be a mufti day.
*Please note, for 6th Form students, Brimsham Green School and Chipping Sodbury will expect students to attend their
morning lessons, as usual, on the relevant site. For anyone who has a lesson at Yate Academy, their lessons will be
delivered remotely ie students should stay at home and access their learning via the arrangements put in place by Yate.
If anyone is unsure, he/she should seek clarification with Ms Hilleard.
During the first 6 days of the Christmas holidays, there is an expectation for schools to support contact tracing should
anyone test positive for Covid-19 during this period of time. Further details will be issued before the end of term once
we have received the final guidance. However, to assist communication, we have established a specific email address
to report any positive cases between Saturday 19th December and Thursday 24th December (inclusive):
covidreporting@chippinsodburyschool.com . You are asked to use this designated email address only to inform us of a
positive case. It will be checked daily. It may be necessary to communicate with some families during this time and
provide advice for a period of self-isolation.
This term we will be saying farewell to Mr Nohman Shah who has worked with us in the science faculty. We wish Mr
Shah the very best in his new adventures.

On behalf of our whole school community, I wish to pay tribute to the staff at Chipping Sodbury. Their tireless
resilience and determination to secure the best for our students and to keep our school open and safe is a testament
to everyone’s professionalism and hard work. This has been a very tough time for us all and I am incredibly proud of
our school. I wish to especially thank our Senior Team who support me in leading our school and spend hours daily,
out and about in corridors, classrooms and social areas supporting staff and students. We are very lucky indeed to
have such a strong team. Equally, thank you to all our governors who have provided continued support. Finally, I wish
to thank you all at home for your hard work and efforts to liaise with us and support your sons/daughters especially
when times have been tough. Working together we have had a very successful couple of terms and whilst none of us
would choose to run the school in the way we are, we have adapted to ensure our provision is robust and we keep
everyone as safe as we possibly can.
I do wish you all a very Happy Christmas once we break up on 18th December. Term 3 starts on Tuesday 5th January for
all students which will be week 2. Our next Inset day is on Monday 4th January and then Wednesday 27th January 2021.
With very best wishes and season’s greetings,
Katherine Turner
Headteacher
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Maths News
On 2nd November, 46 Year 12 and 13 students took part in the senior maths challenge, a 90-minute, multiple-choice
competition aimed at students across the UK. Well done to Abi Woodhouse, Amy Shaddick, Arran Robertson, Lydia
Jones, Rowan Berkey, Emily Barry, Thomas Simpkins, Jack Chomette and Callum Ball for gaining a bronze award, Ethan
Clack, Josh Hodge, Thomas Peaston, Katie Pellow, Ben Roberts and James Philpott on gaining a silver award and
Nicholas Whittles on gaining a gold award. Nicholas also qualified for the next round and we await the results.
The UK Mathematics Trust are running a festive calendar on twitter. Follow them on @UKMathstrust for some festive
fun.

Maths Competitions
Year 7 times table rockstars:
The Year 7 timetable rockstars competition finished on Friday 6th November with 29 students taking part.
1st place Bailey Sutton with a score of 46505
2nd place Ellie Perry with a score of 14851
3rd place Bonnie Vaughan-Clark with a score of 13480
Well done to all who took part and house points have been given to all.
Rock out 2020:
As the Year 7 competition ended, we launched into Maths Week England which saw the whole school competing for
‘Rock Out 2020’. 91 students competed against others from around the country to try and be the best student, best
class or best school. As a school we finished with an average student score of 460. Bailey Sutton again took first place
for best student with a score of 9198 followed by Luke Hayward with a score of 5591, Charlotte Hayward with a score
of 2671, Daniel Cawsey with a score of 2180 and Phillipa Gregg with a score of 1809. Again well done to all who took
part but we had a long way to go to beat the national best score of 282 948.

Keep practising and look out for more competitions in the new year.
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English News

Congratulations to Year 11 students on completing round 1 of the mock exams. Teachers are busy marking papers,
and will soon be in a position to give individual advice on strengths and weaknesses going forward. We will be
providing all students with an AQA English Language Revision Guide and Workbook to target areas for improvement at
home.
Please remember the importance of reading and vocabulary building, and how these activities grow brains faster and
stronger. We have a programme of homework for all students linked to the ambitious vocabulary we use in our units
of work, as well as a strategy sheet advising how to remember and use the words in different contexts. The
homework is set on Go For Schools, and there is also a digital copy of all resources available via the school website for
students that are isolating (but also accessible to everyone). We are also recommending at least 15 minutes per night
reading for pleasure for all students.
We’ve been teaching a new unit of work with Year 9 this
term based on Malorie Blackman’s brilliant Noughts and
Crosses. Students have engaged fantastically with the
novel’s ideas about segregation, injustice and protest. If
you are able to, please speak to your son or daughter
about this novel and what they have been learning.
Finally, we are very excited to be able to offer a production of A Christmas Carol by Bristol Old Vic to be screened to all
students in the final week of term. The story of miserable old miser Ebeneezer Scrooge is a Christmas classic, and
forms part of the GCSE English Literature syllabus for our older students.
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Sixth Form News
Opportunities for Year 12 students:
Nuffield Research Placements 2020
Nuffield Research Placements (previously Nuffield Science Bursaries) provide over 1,000 students each year with the
opportunity to work alongside professional scientists (including quantitative social scientists), technologists, engineers
and mathematicians. More details can be found at https://www.stem.org.uk/nuffield-research-placements
Each year a number of sixth form students have no idea of their progression routes after A Levels. To help the students
with this we highly recommend The Spartan Careers test https://sacu-student.com/?page_id=2850. It is a useful
starting point for focusing thoughts about possible career routes.
We have been working with GrassRoutes this term to develop our Sixth Form students’ resilience. In a morning
workshop the students were able to discover strategies for coping and developing their resilience skills.
Year 13 are completing their UCAS applications and congratulations to all of you who have applied so far. The deadline
we set in school was 29th November as we wanted to get as many in as possible before the Christmas holiday. The
final UCAS deadline is 18.00 on 15th January. If your son or daughter is applying please be aware the personal tutor
needs to have time to write the student’s reference and attach this to their application. This is not something which
can be completed overnight so we would appreciate any Year 13 students who are applying to UCAS have it completed by Wednesday 6th January.

Once the students start to receive their university offers please be aware of unconditional offers. This BBC article
explains some of the negative effects of these offers https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-50234781.
A reminder to all Year 13 students—you have mock exams starting on Tuesday 5th January and ending on Friday 15th
January. All the students have a mock exam timetable. Good luck with the revision.
Year 11’s who have completed their application forms have been invited to an interview. If any Year 11’s would still
like to hand their form in it is not too late.
I would like to wish all of the Sixth Form students a really good Christmas holiday.
Gill Hilleard
Head of Sixth Form
Literacy:
Literacy – along with Numeracy – forms one of the five pillars which support our curriculum here at Chipping Sodbury
School. As well as embedding our Literacy Strategy into every scheme of work we plan and every lesson we deliver,
we have also begun to plan a range of events beyond the classroom to encourage our students to develop their
Literacy skills and to read for pleasure.
Did you know that reading for pleasure can:

Improve brain connectivity – reading brains grow faster and better.
Increase vocabulary and comprehension.
Develop empathy.
Aid better sleep.
5

continued ...

continued ...
Reduce stress.
Lower blood pressure and heart rate.
Support mental health.
Nurture creativity.
Here are some suggestions for a literary Christmas gift for your child:
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/ultimate-christmas-book-list/

In terms 1 and 2 our focus has been on Year 7. In Term 1 they took part in the national online Reading Is Magic Festival
and this term they have been making their entries for our first ever Literacy Advent Calendar Competition. The
winning entry will receive a £20 book token, the runner up gets a £10 token and there's a £5 token for third place.
Look out for pictures of some of the entries on the Literacy section of the school's website.

The ultimate Christmas book list | National
Literacy Trust
For those wanting to gift a book to a child in their life this
Christmas, we have published our Ultimate Christmas book list
– an advent calendar of children’s books chosen by 24 leading
authors and illustrators who have each recommended a book
that they personally love and wish a child could unwrap this
Christmas
literacytrust.org.uk
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