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Chipping Sodbury School 

Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

May  
24th Parents Evening 5 (Y7/Y8) 
June  
7th Y12 HE Apprenticeship 
Info Evening 
20th Science Fair 
20th Sports Personality 25th- 

12th February 2021  

I hope that you and your families are safe and well as we come to the end of term 3 like 

no other we have ever experienced. We know these arrangements are to continue into 

March and all schools are awaiting a further announcement from the government regarding reopening for all students. 

Whether your experience has been as a parent/carer of young people who are currently in school or learning remotely, 

we would like to thank you for your support. We know that it is very tough juggling multiple complexities at home, not 

least because the expectations about learning are significantly more demanding than was the case during the first  

lockdown in 2020. We are grateful that the majority of families have not put pressure on staff to accommodate more 

children in school if there is capacity to keep them at home. We are trying to play our part in supporting our most     

vulnerable learners and children of critical workers in school, but also balancing that with the need to keep numbers 

down and avoid spreading infection. For all students whether they are at home or in school, learning is statutory and 

everyone should continue to follow their published timetables.  It is not optional for students to participate, so please 

let us know if there are barriers to learning such as IT issues and we will do our best to work with families to resolve 

matters. 

 

We have analysed our online survey for parents/carers which asked how our remote learning packages are supporting 

your children and whether there is anything we can do to assist further. Thank you to those of you who completed the 

survey – it provides a boost for staff when we receive positive feedback, but it is also important for us to know if there 

are aspects we can improve or if you need support.  Of those parents/carers who responded, 95% reported following 

the timetable is working well for their son/daughter and 96% believe their son/daughter is engaging with the provision.  

However, where there is dissatisfaction, we do wish to work with individual families to find a solution.  Tutors, Heads of 

House and subject teachers are all available to assist with any difficulties raised.  Please do set the expectation that 

your son/daughter starts the day at 8.50am by joining tutor time or the online assembly. 

 

We are aware that the learning offer means that students are in front of screens more than they would normally be 

and we ask that you encourage your son/daughter to take a break from the screen wherever possible. Our staff are 

acutely aware of this as well and we are trying different ways to provide work that reduces screen time. We are also 

aware that some students are feeling increased pressure to complete work and some may be feeling isolated, alone 

and possibly scared with everything that is going on around them. If you recognise this in your family, please get in 

touch with the relevant tutor, Head of House or a member of our safeguarding team to discuss possible strategies to 

help and support. We know that this is a difficult time for everyone and would like to help where we can.  On the    

website, under the Home Learning tab, there is a useful document listing multiple agencies who can offer support for 

mental health, click here to access this resource.  Many of these are free and easily accessible and I encourage          

everyone to make use of the resources where appropriate. 

 

Attached to this newsletter is a flyer from the Local Authority.  This is directed particularly at those families where    
students are attending lessons on-site.  Should your son/daughter test positive for Covid during the holidays, you are 
asked to inform the LA who will in turn ask us to assist with contact tracing.  The email address you are asked to use is:  
ey-schoolcovidincidents@southglos.gov.uk 
 

continued … 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

February 
12th End of Term 3 
22nd Start of Term 4 
March 
25th Post 16 Parents Evening 
31st Y8 Parents’ Evening 
April 
1st INSET  - school closed 
1st End of Term 4 

http://www.chippingsodburyschool.com/docs/Home_Learning/Coronavirus_-_How_students_can_protect_their_mental_health.pdf
mailto:ey-schoolscovidincidents@southglos.gov.uk
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… continued 

 

As a school community, we have continued with our consultation regarding joining Athelstan Trust.  The consultation 

process will end on March 5th and soon afterwards, the governors will review and make a final decision.  Should you 

wish to ask a question or provide feedback, please do so via the following email address:   

academyconsultation@chippingsodburyschool.com.  

 

The building work has continued with regards to the student toilets during lockdown.  The old boys’ toilets close to the 

Dining Room have been totally remodelled; these will be floor to ceiling private cubicles, some for boys and some for 

girls.  Work has now begun on the old girls’ toilets close to the Drama Hall.  The contractors have made excellent       

progress and I am delighted with their work.  If we can get more of this work completed whilst the school has reduced 

numbers of students on site, it will be helpful.  However, there may still be some building work underway once all    

students return. 

 

Guidance updates 

 

The latest guidance for parents and carers from the Department for Education can be found here.  

 

The latest NHS guidance can be found here.  

 

Information on how to get tested can be found here.  

 

National Lockdown: Stay at Home guidance can be found here. 

 

Thank you, as always for all your engagement and support.  I hope all our students and staff can have some respite 

over the half term break.  Please stay safe. 

 

Katherine Turner 

Headteacher 

 

Impact of Covid-19 on people from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Community  

 

We have been asked to share the following information by Councillor Franklin Owusu-Antwl, Cabinet Member for   

Public Health and Equality of Opportunity, South Gloucestershire Council: 

 

I am writing to you because across the UK and beyond, the Covid-19 pandemic has had and continues to have a         

disproportionate impact on people from Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities. There is no one, single cause 

which can explain this, but contributory factors include such matters as financial hardship, where people live, housing, 

types of job, racism and discrimination, other illnesses and access to health services. This brings into sharp focus the 

importance of proactively tackling these issues. South Gloucestershire Council has made a commitment to close the  

inequality gap as a key priority in our new Council Plan and we fully intend to follow this commitment up in a genuine 

and robust way. Through my newly created role as Cabinet Member for Public Health and Equality of Opportunity, I am 

keen to understand issues and improve outcomes across all aspects of life for people from Black, Asian and minority 

ethnic backgrounds in South Gloucestershire. Your voice and involvement is crucial to the success of those plans and 

ensuring that real change happens and genuine outcomes for people across the area happen. There are a number of 

ways to share your views with us:  

   

                        continued ... 

mailto:academyconsultation@chippingsodburyschool.com
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/958149/What_parents_and_carers_need_to_know_about_early_years_providers__schools_and_colleges_.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
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… continued 
 
Here is a link to a survey and I would be very grateful if you would consider completing it and also sharing it with friends 
or family who may wish to complete it.   
 
· The survey is also available as a paper version with a pre-paid envelope. If you would like this survey to be printed in a 

language other than English, please do let us know. Please be assured that all responses are strictly confidential and are 

anonymised – you will not be personally identified by answering the survey. The survey closing date is Sunday            

14th February.  

 

· I would also like to invite you to an online event on 22 March to have an open discussion about the issues which matter 

to you. The event is being run by the South Gloucestershire Race Equality Network, an independent group that        

champions the needs of Black, Asian and minority ethnic residents and communities who live, work or are in education 

in South Gloucestershire. I will be attending on behalf of the Council and I very much hope that you can join. Details of 

how to find out more and attend this event are in the survey for you to see.  

 

· In addition, the South Gloucestershire Race Equality Network is holding an online event in partnership with Public 

Health South Gloucestershire to support people from Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities to find out more 

about the Covid vaccine and provide factual information so that you can make properly informed decisions about the 

vaccine for yourself.  

 

· The council also runs a Citizens consultation panel called ‘Viewpoint’, through which local people can share their views 

about the issues which are important to them. I would very much welcome your involvement to ensure all people within 

our population are represented and have influence over the Council’s work. To find out more and sign up to the panel, 

click here to visit our website.  

 

We commit to ensuring we are taking real action to positively promote and advance race equality across all              

communities of South Gloucestershire and I very much hope you will be able to find some time to engage with us or the 

South Gloucestershire Race Equality Network so that genuine and lasting change happens both now and into the future. 

 
 
Maths News 
 
Between 1st and 4th Feb, 71 Year 9, 10 and 11 students took part in the Intermediate Maths Challenge. The                 
Intermediate   Mathematical Challenge is a 60-minute, multiple-choice competition aimed at students across the UK. 
 
It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to 
solve interesting problems. 
 
The problems on the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge are designed to make students think. 
 
Well done to all and we await the results to see who qualifies for the next round.  
Can you answer this question from last year’s paper? 

https://southglos.researchfeedback.net/s/YourVoice
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The Access Centre 

 

In December the Access Centre students and staff had a trip to Westonbirt Arboretum. It was a cold, drizzily day, but 

we wrapped up warm in coats, boots and hats and enjoyed a walk amongst the trees, spotting the wildlife on the way. 

After our walk we shared hot chocolate and snacks before returning to school. Here are a few of the pictures the      

students took during the walk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the last week of term 2 the students and staff in the Access Centre held their annual Christmas lunch. This was    

prepared and cooked by the students and assisted by the staff. This year we were very fortunate to have the food    

donated to the Centre by Waitrose in Chipping Sodbury, so thank you Waitrose!   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellbeing Wednesday – 10th February 

 

The school held its first Wellbeing Wednesday on 10th February.  This day was designed to give Year 7-11 students an 

opportunity to reflect on their wellbeing & mental health, to ‘pause for thought’, to reflect on their remote learning 

and to either catch-up with any remaining schoolwork or to try something completely new!  Students in school and 

working remotely really appreciated being given these opportunities as we come towards the end of term, and we   

received some great photos of cake-making, graphic design work, knitting, soup-making, exercise activities and even 

getting ahead with present making for Easter!  We also know that lots of students took advantage of the opportunity to 

catch-up with any late work, or to respond to teacher feedback and strengthen their learning in subjects.  Well done to 

everyone! 

 

Mr Taylor, Mrs Davies and Mrs Emms 
 

 
 


