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Chipping Sodbury School 

Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

May  
24th Parents Evening 5 (Y7/Y8) 
June  
7th Y12 HE Apprenticeship 
Info Evening 
20th Science Fair 
20th Sports Personality 25th- 

15th December 2022  

As we are nearly at the end of this very demanding term, I wish to reflect on many    
successes at our school.  There has been a rich offer of clubs and extra-curricular       
activities at both lunchtime and after school.  It has been a real pleasure to see some of 
our popular residential trips being able to get going again.  A group of students and 
staff are currently in Austria skiing and we have been delighted by the interest in the 
wide range of trips being planned for the summer.  We have again participated in     
Athelstan Trust wide events including another very successful poetry slam event when 
students were able to partake in workshops run by Harry Baker, mathematician turned 
world poetry slam champion.  Our successful Greenpower teams are busy developing 
and racing their cars.  Last week we enjoyed a delightful Christmas Concert in St John’s 
Church which was a true celebration of both the music and drama successes of our   
students. The ‘Smashed’ theatre group visited us to enable students to experience a 
live performance focused on alcohol education as part of the Life curriculum and a 
number of students have very successfully participated in our maths challenges. 
   
Year 11 have now completed their mock examinations.  We have been impressed by the attitude and level of positivity 
demonstrated.  Moving forwards, we know how important this set of exams will be.  We have received many            
applications for our Cotswold Edge Sixth Form and all applicants are in the process of being interviewed to ensure we 
have provided appropriate guidance for course choice.  If your son/daughter would benefit from further guidance, 
please make sure the relevant tutor is informed; we are keen to assist everyone in making suitable plans. 
 
Many of our Year 13 students are in the process of receiving offers from their choice of university and applying for   
apprenticeships.  This is such an exciting time and if anyone requires further assistance, Ms Hilleard or the Sixth Form 
team will be only too happy to help.  
 
In the new year, Year 9 students will be able to consider their option choices for Key Stage 4.  There will be further   
information early in January but to reassure you at this point in time, we will be making available short film clips about 
each subject plus an opportunity for parents/carers and students to speak with subject staff for an online Parents’ 
Evening on 19th January 2023. 
 
There are a number of Christmas events during the last few days of term including a variety of charity fund-raising 
events.  We do encourage students to join in the fun, think about others and where it is possible, contribute towards a 
charity.  The thought and care by those students who are organising the different activities is exemplary. 
 
Start of Term 3 
 
The start of term for students is on Wednesday 4th January 2023. 
 
On behalf of our whole school community, I wish to thank all the staff and governors at Chipping Sodbury.  Their      
tireless hard work and determination to secure the best for our students is a testament to everyone’s professionalism 
and hard work.  I remain incredibly proud of our school.  Finally, I wish to thank you all at home for your hard work and 
efforts to liaise with us and support your sons/daughters especially when times have been tough.  Working together we 
have had a very successful couple of terms and worked hard to ensure our provision is robust. 

...continued 

 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

December 2022 
15th Celebration Awards Evening 
at Chipping Sodbury Town Hall 
16th Mufti Day 
16th End of Term 2  
January 2023 
3rd INSET DAY—school closed 
4th Start of Term 3 
5th Year 7, 8 & 9 Nasal Flu 
Vaccination 
10th Exam Certificate Collection  
16th Year 13 mock exams begin 
19th Year 9 Online Parents’ 
Evening 
20th Sixth Form Winter Ball 
26th Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
26th Year 8 Maths Challenge 
February 2023 
10th INSET DAY—school closed 
10th End of Term 3 
20th Start of Term 4 
22nd Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
28th Year 8 HPV Vaccinations 
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continued … 
 
I do wish you all a very Happy Christmas once we break up on 16th December; students will leave at 1.15pm following 
registration.   
 
With very best wishes and season’s greetings, 
 
Katherine Turner 
Headteacher 
 
 

Scarlet Fever/Strep A 
Please ensure you inform the school should your child have a positive diagnosis of Scarlet Fever as this is a reportable 
disease for schools.  Guidance has recently been shared and will remain available on the website.  We appreciate this is 
a worrying time for parents/carers but there are also plenty of seasonal coughs and colds around.  If your child is     
feeling a bit under the weather, please send into school as attendance is critical.  However, if you are worried about 
other symptoms, we understand you will be taking medical advice. 
 
First Aid/Medical Support 
We do not have a school nurse on site; our first aid trained staff will administer emergency first aid and contact home 
should it be necessary.  We have increasing problems where students are contacting parents/carers on their mobile 
phones when they are feeling unwell and not reporting to the first aid room for assistance.  Some parents/carers then 
arrive to collect their child unbeknown to staff which causes confusion and difficulties.  We will always help a student 
and contact home where necessary.   We are a no mobile phone school for students; please ensure your child follows 
our processes to seek first aid support first.  We will get in touch with you should that be necessary.  We recognise that 
contacting home without seeking help from staff can lead to raising your anxieties unnecessarily.  Thank you for your 
help. 
 
Parking on-site 
Please only use the designated parking bays on the school site when waiting for your son/
daughter.  Increasingly, parents/carers are causing a hazard when using the bus pick-up/
drop off point. 
 
Anti-social behaviour in the community 
Sadly, the school has been contacted on a number of occasions with complaints regarding some students behaving in 
an anti-social manner to and from our school.  What is even more distressing, this conduct has been targeted at       
particularly vulnerable people including primary school children, a heavily pregnant woman and some more elderly 
members of the community.  Not only is this totally unacceptable but it brings the school into disrepute.   We do follow 
up complaints and will work with parents/carers to stop such unacceptable behaviour.  Please speak with your son/
daughter to remind him/her of the need for excellent behaviour in the community. 
 
New school meal service in January 2023 
The new company will be starting their contract from the start of term 3.  Whilst this will be a cashless system in the 
future, during January payment will still be using cash whilst the new technology is installed.  We will be in touch when 
the new system is to start. 
 
 

Computer Science Week 
 
This week Year 7 and 8 students have taken part in ‘Hour of Code’ run by code.org as part of ‘Computer Science week’ 
contributing an hour of coding to their challenge. There have been over 1 billion hours of code worldwide and 993 
schools in England taking part. 136 students took part in the challenge using block and textual programming to code 
games to successfully work and in turn have contributed 136 hours to the challenge. Well done to all students who got 
involved! 
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Sixth Form News 
 
Huge congratulations to Jessica Hopson, Chelsea Hopson and Carys Stephenson who all had their Cambridge and    
Oxford interviews.  We wish you good luck and are so proud of you.  
 
The Year 13 students who have submitted their UCAS applications have had some really excellent offers from Bath, 
Royal Holloway, Southampton, Cardiff, Manchester, Bristol, UWE, Bath Spa, Worcestershire and Swansea. The      
deadline for UCAS applications is 26th January so over the next few weeks students who are planning on applying will 
be working hard to complete their applications. Parents are able to find out more about the application process at 
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/ucas-undergraduate-advice-parents-and-guardians and 
information regarding student finance can be found at https://www.gov.uk/support-child-or-partners-student-finance
-application and https://www.ucas.com/student-finance-england/student-finance-guidance-parents-and-partners  
 
To support students who are applying for apprenticeships the West of England Apprenticeship Service ran a workshop 
where students were able to log into https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship and were introduced to the             
apprenticeship application system.  The students also found out about the various interviews and aptitude test they 
may be asked to attend.   
 
Year 11 students who have applied to Cotswold Edge have been having their interviews.  It has been such a privilege 
to talk to the students about their future plans and offer advice on the courses which would be suitable for them. If 
your son/daughter would like to apply all the information can be found at https://
www.cotswoldedgesixthform.org.uk/Applications_/Prospectus-Handbook-/  
 
As we lead up to the Christmas party season we have been working with our Sixth Form students this week to help 
them remain safe during this time by running workshops on drug awareness and safety with drink spiking.  
 
We had a guest speaker in to talk to the Year 12 & 13 students on money management and Richard spoke to the     
students about moving on from school and understanding debit and credit.  
 
The Sixth Form students have been learning about students with Autism in an assembly from Mrs Reay-Jones.  It was a 
very informative presentation and really important all students are aware of the needs of some of our students.  
 
In November I had the honour of attending Heidi                      
Collins-Beckett’s Lord Lieutenant’s appointment ceremony 
which Heidi has explained fully below. I am so proud of her 
new appointment and look forward to hearing about the 
wealth of duties she carries out.  
 
Cadet Warrant Officer Heidi Collins-Beckett was appointed as 
His Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet for the City and County 
of Bristol on November 1st 2022, following a nomination 
made by Officer Commanding (OC) 2509 Flying Officer Wilkes 
and Wing Commander Moss, OC Bristol and Gloucester Wing, 
and a series of interviews. Heidi joined the RAF Air Cadets in 
2017, at the beginning of Year 8, and has been part of the 
corps for the last five and a half years.   
 
It  is  fantastic  when  we  hear  from  our  Alumni  students.    Former  student  Willow  Wood-Voisey  who  started  her       
 

apprenticeship as a Paralegal for                                  in September has written her account of her first few months.  
 
 

...continued 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/ucas-undergraduate-advice-parents-and-guardians
https://www.gov.uk/support-child-or-partners-student-finance-application
https://www.gov.uk/support-child-or-partners-student-finance-application
https://www.ucas.com/student-finance-england/student-finance-guidance-parents-and-partners
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.cotswoldedgesixthform.org.uk/Applications_/Prospectus-Handbook-/
https://www.cotswoldedgesixthform.org.uk/Applications_/Prospectus-Handbook-/
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continued … 
 
Starting my apprenticeship was super scary to begin with as I had originally planned to go to university. It was a quick 
change and I got the apprenticeship about 3 weeks before the start date. The idea of working in a law firm was also 
nerve wracking, not just because it was a professional office job but also because it was a drastic career change in a 
small amount of time. But they were all so friendly and gave us activities to get to know each other. It was a lot of   
information to take in on our induction days which was a challenge and it did worry me that this apprenticeship wasn’t 
for me but as I began to be given tasks I realised that sometimes you have to physically do things to understand them. 
Now I can do it all without even thinking. I worried about missing out on university in terms of meeting friends and 
going out but I have made a large number of new friends and the other apprentices are like my best friends. I have 
been given amazing opportunities such as meeting clients, meeting partners, dealing with the admin side of law and at 
the same time helping charities that have been left legacies in a will. I originally thought that a law firm would also be 
extremely strict but we go on lunches, have team days, a Christmas get together at a partner of the firm’s house has 
been arranged and they support you all the way. It has been such a good opportunity so far and I’m so glad I took this 
route in my career. We all have a good laugh together and I’m so glad I chose to do this.  
 
Finally, a reminder for Year 13, the mock exams start on Monday 16th January.  Please do take some time over the holi-
day period to revise and remember the variety of revision techniques we have been using, for example: 
 
Cornell Notes: 

   Past Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mind maps:                                                                                 The Leiter Box: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
...continued 
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continued … 

 
 
Sixth Form Cultural Awareness trip to New York—written by Laura Neale and Chelsea Hopson 
 
We went to New York as a small group of Year 12 and 13’s. The flight was long and when we arrived, we were          
exhausted. That evening, we checked into our hotel and admired the views. After a walk around the block we arrived 
at Dinosaur Bar-B-Que for dinner. It was just down the street and the food was really good with lots to go around. We 
got a good night’s sleep and we were ready in the morning to sight see. 
 
We first had breakfast in the hotel where there was a pancake making machine that was very popular. We then walked 
to Brooklyn Bridge where we could buy some souvenirs and just about see the Statue of Liberty. We then walked 
round to catch the Staten Island Ferry so we could take photos of the Statue of Liberty. After travelling back on the 
ferry, we walked to the 9/11 Memorial to pay our respects. To end our sightseeing for the day we went to the top of 
the Empire State Building and took lots of photos of the surroundings. It was amazing. To end the night we went to 
Secret Pizza for dinner before making our way back to the hotel. 
 
The next day, after our morning buffet, we did a walking tour of Manhattan and went to the UN Headquarters which 
was very moving. We went to Fifth Avenue and looked inside the cathedral and did some shopping. We then went to 
Central Park and hired bikes to ride around. This took a long time and we were very out of breath by the end of it. We 
then went to Time Square and did some more shopping. We had a meal at a Bare Burger and it tasted really good. (The 
fries were amazing!) After this, we watched Wicked on Broadway which was an unforgettable experience. We took the 
subway back to the hotel very late at night.  
 
The next day, we went to Macy’s in the morning. The store was very large and easy to get lost in. We then went back 
to Brooklyn and did some more shopping and got lunch at a shopping centre near our hotel. We then got a coach to 
the airport and had a long flight back to England. The landing was quite rough but we survived and slept for days later.  
 
Overall, we had an unforgettable experience and this couldn’t have happened without Ms Hilleard, Mr Simpkins, and 
Mr Chapman. We also want to thank The Endowed Foundation and The Townlands Charity for the financial support to 
help with our trip.  

...continued 
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continued … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Access Centre @ Westonbirt 
 
This term our KS3 students are learning the ancient art of coppicing.  This woodland management technique dates 
from the Stone Age!  Today, it is used to improve the health and biodiversity of a woodland area, by opening it up to 
the sunlight thus allowing a larger range of plants to thrive.   
 
We have been learning how to fell hazel trees at the base to create a ‘stool’, where the new shoots will grow.  We then 
used the felled wood to build ‘dead hedges’ around the ‘stool‘ to protect the new shoots from being nibbled by deer 
and rabbits.  As you can see we have cleared quite a large area. 
 
The students have also been involved in rebuilding the pizza oven next to the Community Shelter, and enjoyed        
decorating it with natural clay paints.  We are looking forward to using it to make our Christmas pizza in the last week 
of term.     
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Music Department News 
 

Christmas Concert 
Well done to the 50 students who took part in our wonderful Christmas celebration in St John's Church last week.  The 
evening included performances by the choir, several of our music ensembles and a play devised by the Centre Stage 
drama group, together with a number of solo and duet items from students ranging from Year 7 to the Sixth Form.  It 
was an eclectic programme including a Telemann flute sonata, Slade's 'Merry Christmas Everybody' and 'Blinding 
Lights' by the Weeknd.  It was lovely to see the students all working together to create such an entertaining evening. 
 

Alliance Orchestra 
We hosted our first evening concert with the Alliance Orchestra on Wednesday 14th December.  This involved over 50 
students from the combined forces of Chipping Sodbury School and several of our local primary schools.  The students 
have all worked hard to put together the programme and this was a great opportunity for our students to take on a 
leadership role, helping the younger children. 
 

Peripatetic lessons 
Around 10% of our students now receive instrumental or singing lessons in school, which is a very high proportion and 
reflects the sheer joy and confidence that many of our students gain from an involvement in music.  We have a        
brilliant team of visiting teachers who can offer lessons on all the orchestral instruments as well as all types of guitars, 
piano, drums and singing.  If your son/daughter is interested in starting to learn an instrument or singing, please get in 
touch with Mrs Boulton.  We are able to pay for lessons for students who receive pupil premium funding, and our very 
supportive School Foundation is providing a hardship fund for students who do not qualify for pupil premium funding 
and demonstrate a commitment to music but whose parents would struggle to pay for lessons.  If you think your child 
falls into this category, please get in touch with Mrs Boulton.   
 

Sixth Form Performers 
Thank you to Ruby Denyer-Warr and Bethany Wren for performing at the school Awards Evening on 15th December in 
the Town Hall. 
 

Mrs Boulton 
Head of Music 
 
KS3 Science Club 
 
Our KS3 Scientists have been busy investigating a variety of lines of enquiry this term in 
KS3 science club. Students have designed and created their own paper planes and          
recorded the distance they were propelled down the corridor (narrowly missing myself 
and Mr Simpkins) scanned the grounds of Chipping Sodbury School for specimens to      
observe under the microscope and created their own fireworks by carrying out flame tests. 
Personally, my favourite investigation (and very much enjoyed by our KS3 scientists too!) 
was ‘which nappy will hold the greatest volume of water’. Students identified variables, 
drew a results table and then conducted their own experiment to determine whether 
branded or non-branded were superior. There were very much mixed results regarding the 
winner. We finished off the term with fire-writing, using sodium nitrate to draw a design 
on filter paper and then using a glowing splint to catch the edge of the writing alight. Here 
are some great examples of fire-writing from our students including a design of a half 
moon and a mountain range made by combining several fire-writing designs. Our fantastic 
KS3 scientists have shown great practical skills this term and have developed their          
scientific understanding whilst having lots of fun too! 
 
KS3 science club is open to all students in Years 7,8 and 9 and will be running again in 
term 4.  
 
Miss Cherry and Ms Grinham  



8 

 
Maths Homework on Sparx  
 
This term has seen our students complete lots of excellent homework on Sparx Maths.  With competition fierce among 
the different Heads of House, Trym have come out on top at Christmas time.  Miss Joyce and Mr Evans are very happy 
right now! 
 
Lots of students have completed hundreds of questions this term.  It was also great to see our Year 11’s using the 
“independent learning” section to help with their mock revision.   
 
Staff can see each question answered and see who has struggled and who has watched the videos to help them.  We 
can also see time taken and whether any students have tried the optional extra homework too.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are our top 5 students from Year 7 to 10 up to Christmas.   
 
Certificates for the top 10 in each year will be handed out soon too.   
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From the Drama Department 
 
Last week Centre Stage, our very popular after school Drama club, performed at the school's annual Christmas Concert 
in St John's Church. They staged a performance they created themselves called "Christmas On Trial" in which Santa 
stands accused of various crimes. A lawyer by the name of Ms G Rinch is leading the prosecution but it turns out that 
she has a secret to hide. She is visited by three ghosts who remind her why she used to love Christmas and eventually 
she admits to framing Santa and he's released from prison in time to make his deliveries! The group worked so hard on 
their scenes and it was great to see the audience reactions. We were also very grateful to Mr Turner, one of our    
trainee teachers in the Science faculty, who has worked with us this term - good luck Mr Turner, we'll miss you! 
 
GCSE Drama students will perform their final pieces for Component 2 of their GCSE this week. They have been working 
on pieces on the themes of identity and representation and will show their finished work to Y9 students. We wish 
them well and look forward to tackling their scripted performances after the Christmas break. 
 
 

 
U14 7-a-side Football Tournament  
 
Chipping Sodbury School hosted the English Schools South Gloucestershire 7-a-side football tournament last 
week.  The tournament was a round robin tournament with 8 schools attending from South Gloucestershire.  It was a 
freezing cold evening and the girls battled hard in every game against some really strong physical teams.  The girls won 
3 of their 7 games and drew the other 4, meaning they were unbeaten in the tournament.  They finished second    
overall out of 8 schools which was a fantastic achievement.  The tournament was officiated by some of our sports  
leaders and ex students.  The PE department would like to thank:  Jemma, Caitlin, Tatiana, Sienna, Abi and Lily for    
giving up their time to do this.  Player of the tournament was Elaya for her work rate in the games and for some       
excellent goals.  Congratulations to all involved which included:  Erin, Zoe, Georgina, Megan, Low, Pippa, Jasmine, Ella,        
Charlotte and Eva. 
 
Miss Ellis  
 

 
Year 7, 8 and 9 Nasal Flu Vaccination 
 
Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are being offered the free flu vaccine this winter.  Sirona Care & Health’s Immunisation 
Team will be visiting Chipping Sodbury School on 5th January to administer the nasal spray. 
 
The UK Health Security Agency is urging everyone eligible for a free flu vaccine to take up the offer due to an expected 
increase in respiratory viruses this winter. 
 
School has emailed out the consent form to parents/carers who are encouraged to fill them in as soon as possible. 
 
To find out more about the vaccine, and what to do if you miss your school visit, you can visit the CCHP website. 
 

 
Lost Property 
 
There are a number of coats in lost property that are unnamed. If your child has misplaced their coat they can come to 
the Reprographics room (next to the First Aid room) and have a look at break or lunchtime. 
 
 

https://cchp.nhs.uk/news/thousands-of-pupils-offered-free-flu-vaccine
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48 Hour Sickness Rule 
 
From time to time children vomit either at home or at school. Unfortunately it is not possible to distinguish between 
the causes, and therefore it is essential that the same rule of exclusion applies in all cases of vomiting or diarrhoea. 
 
Diarrhoea and Vomiting exclusion 
 
Diarrhoea and/or vomiting commonly affects children and can be caused by a number of different germs, including 
viruses, parasites and bacteria. Infections can be easily spread from person to person (by unwashed hands), especially 
in children. In general, it is recommended that any child with diarrhoea and/or vomiting symptoms must stay away or 
be excluded from the school setting until they have been free of symptoms for 48 hours (the ‘48 hour rule’) and feel 
well. Personal hygiene whilst ill must be very strict. 
 
If your child is sick at school, we will ask you or your emergency contact to take your child home. They should not    
return for 48 hours to the school premises. We appreciate that this is inconvenient in many cases, and you may not 
believe your child is ill, but you will appreciate that we do this in all cases and it should reduce the risk of infection for 
all children in school. As an example, if your child is sick at lunchtime on a Tuesday, they should not return to school 
until after lunch on Thursday, provided there have not been any further episodes of vomiting and/or diarrhoea. 
 
Thank you for your understanding with this. Further guidance on infection control may be found on the Public Health 
England website. 
 
 
 
Free School Meals 
 
Free School Meal Vouchers to cover the Christmas period have been sent to parents of eligible students. If you are 
having difficulty accessing your voucher please contact the school so that we can support you downloading the   
voucher.  
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/infection-control-in-schools-poster
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/infection-control-in-schools-poster

