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Chipping Sodbury School 

Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

May  
24th Parents Evening 5 (Y7/Y8) 
June  
7th Y12 HE Apprenticeship 
Info Evening 
20th Science Fair 
20th Sports Personality 25th- 

19th October 2022  

Much has been achieved over the past few weeks and it has been such a pleasure    
seeing so many students participating in the numerous co-curricular clubs, fixtures, 
competitions and events which enrich school life.  Our Greenpower teams have been 
back on the race track, there have been many sporting fixtures and training sessions, 
we have had a group of students participating in the Athelstan Trust Harry Baker poetry 
slam event, a variety of maths challenges and a number of school trips including the 
Grass Routes trip for Year 11 students. This week we will see a group of 6th Formers 
head off to New York with Ms Hilleard and Mr Simpkins.  I am sure this will be an      
incredible experience for them all and we look forward to hearing about their travels on 
their return.  There is a broad and varied programme of enrichment on offer and we encourage all students to try out 
at least one but hopefully many activities where new friendships will be formed and skills developed. 
   
In September, we welcomed many families into the school for our annual Open Evening.  Our students were a real 
credit to our community acting as guides, making presentations and hosting faculty-based activities.  Visitors           
commented favourably on the warmth of the welcome and the vibrancy of the school.  We have hosted many           
additional family tours during the school day prior to parents/carers making the all important decision regarding       
secondary school at the end of the month.  If you know of anyone who is interested in finding out more, please urge 
them to make contact via our enquiries@chippingsodburyschool.com email address.  
 
It was great to see so many Year 11 students attend the Cotswold Edge 6th Form Open Evening earlier this month.  Now 
is a critical time for students to be gathering information and considering the opportunities available to them for     
September 2023.  We are hosting a taster morning during this last week of term whereby students will participate in 
some sample post 16 lessons and get a feel for life in our 6th Form including access to the Common Room.  There is 
plenty of advice and support available to assist with decision making and at this stage, nobody is committed to specific 
courses.  All students are urged to make an application for the courses which inspire them the most.  
  
We look forward to seeing parents/carers and Year 11 students on Thursday 20th October for our information evening.  
This is an important event which will provide vital information and guidance regarding related to this academic year.  
Mock exams take place next term and everyone should be well underway with their revision.  Study Support has       
already started and all Year 11 students are expected to attend to provide additional assistance. 
 
This term we have welcomed a number of new colleagues to Chipping Sodbury School: 
 
Mrs Jennifer Howe – Deputy Headteacher, Maths  
Miss Molly Cherry - 2 i/c Science 
Mrs Charley McCafferty - Computer Science  
Ms Rosie Gosling - Reprographics & First Aid  
Mr Jacob Luker - IT Support 
Mrs Helen West – Finance officer 
Miss Sarah Thorpe – Teaching Assistant 
Miss Renata Kostiukova – Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Alison Arnott – HLTA, Learning Mentor 
Ms Nicola Shovan – HLTA 

...continued 

 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

October 2022 
21st Mufti Day 
21st End of Term 1 
31st Start of Term 2  
November 2022 
3rd Y12 & Y13 Parents Evening at 
BGS 
7th INSET DAY—school closed 
7th Deadline for Sixth Form 
applications 
28th Y11 mock exams begin 
December 2022 
7th Performing Arts Trip 
8th Christmas Concert 
12th Ski Trip 
14th Christmas Dinner 
16th End of Term 2 

mailto:enquiries@chippingsodburyschool.com
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continued … 
 
Mrs Howe is our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and Mrs Emms is our deputy DSL.  Should you have any concerns 
or queries regarding safeguarding, please contact the relevant tutor, Head of House, Pastoral Progress Lead or one of 
the safeguarding team. 
 
At the end of this term, we will be saying goodbye to Mr Hunt, SENCo who has secured a promotion.  We wish him the 
very best in his new post and thank him for his work at our school. 
 
After the Christmas holidays, the canteen will be run by a new company, ABM.  The school meals contract has been out 
for tender with three companies pitching to provide a new service.  I am confident that the new company will provide a 
significantly improved offer of meals including breakfast, break and lunch.  There will be free porridge for anyone who 
wishes it in the morning and their team is keen to work with students regarding the choice of meals and dishes on 
offer.  It is a company who are committed to investing in their staff in terms of salaries and training.  We are looking 
forward to working with them to rapidly improve the school meal experience.  Our current team work very hard in  
difficult circumstances regarding staffing and I am grateful to them.  Please note, the new company will run a cashless 
system for payments.  There will be more details in due course. 
 
Our charity work continues following the successful wearing of yellow to support Young Minds last week.  On Friday, 
students are welcome to wear mufti and ideally at least one item of red to support Show Racism the Red Card.  We  
encourage students to participate and donate to worthwhile charities. 
 
I hope everyone has a great half term break.  Year 11 students should ensure they keep going with their revision in 
preparation for their mock exams next term but this should be balanced with some much needed relaxation too. 
 
Katherine Turner 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
Centre Stage Drama Club 
 
We've had a fabulous first term!  Numbers are growing every week with nearly twenty KS3 students regularly      
attending. We have been working on improvisation this term and also developing our comedic skills. In one session we 
played a game called The Party in which you have a host and multiple guests.  Each guest gets handed a slip of paper 
with  something "unusual" about them written on it and the host has to try to guess what that trait is from the behav-
iour of the guests.  Traits included "think they're a pirate", "sees ghosts everywhere" and "is a snowman/woman" - 
quite an interesting guest list! 
 
Next term we are going to be creating an original performance for the School's Christmas Concert and we look forward 
to sharing it with you in December.  
 
GCSE Drama 
 
Our Y11 Drama students are working hard on their Component 2 devised pieces.  They have been exploring the phrase 
"What Do You See?" and thinking about issues of identity and self-image.  They are now developing their pieces for 
performance to Y9 students later in Term 2.  As well as working on their performances, they will also have to produce a 
written account of the process they went through in creating it.  They have also been learning about the work of 
ground-breaking theatre company Frantic Assembly and are now experimenting with some of FA's techniques in      
relation to movement.  It's great to see them so focused on their pieces and working at such a high standard. 
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English Homework 
 
The format of English homework has changed this year.  As you have probably seen, we have set homework on Go 4 
Schools on a termly basis. All students will have a spelling list linked to the topic they are studying in English that term 
and then a sheet with a menu of choices.  From the menu of choices, they must complete TWO of the spelling         
activities (which helps them learn and revise the words from their spelling list) and then ONE other of the more       
creative activities.  They then have to show evidence of this to their teacher in the last week of term and in that last 
week they will also have a spelling test.  Evidence can be a piece of paper showing their spelling practice and/or a    
photo showing this or images of the other creative work.  Or they can bring them in. 
 
I have already been delighted by some of the students’ responses.  Year 8 students are 
studying Gothic, so one of the creative activities was to bake something that would be 
suitable for a Halloween party.  Below are the lovely biscuits and cakes I have already 
seen.  Sam’s fabulous ghost biscuits and as you can see Ella-Mai made cakes for the 
whole class. They were delicious! 

 
All students should be having their spelling tests 
this week and showing their evidence to their 
teachers. 
 
A new set of spellings and homework choices will be issued on GO4 Schools at 
the beginning of next term. If a student has problems accessing GO4 they should 
let their English teacher know and they will be happy to print off paper copies for 
them to use. 
 

Miss S Mills 
 
 

Attendance and Punctuality Guide for Parents/Carers 
 
The Greater the Attendance, The Greater the Achievement 
 
Attendance – A Common Goal 
 
 Parents/carers need to feel supported, with a focus on positive and proactive solutions to encourage excellent 

attendance. 
 It requires a three-way partnership between student, parent/carer and school. 
 Achievement is directly linked to attendance. 
 
Encouraging regular school attendance is one of the most powerful ways we can prepare our students for success – 
both in school and in life. 
 
What does Good Attendance mean? 
 
90% attendance = ½ day missed every week. 
 
If Tom’s attendance stayed at 90% for the whole year,  
he would miss out on four full weeks of learning. 
So, in answer – 90% is not good. 
Good attendance is 96% and above. 
Over five years at Chipping Sodbury School, he would miss:  
Half a school Year! 

...continued 
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continued … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you know? 
 

 Schools are legally required to take a register of students first thing in the morning and in the afternoon.  This is 
8:45am and 2:10pm here at Chipping Sodbury School. 

 Persistent absence is defined as 90% or less. 
 Research has shown that achievement is directly linked to attendance.  Students with a high level of attendance 

perform better in class and in examinations. 
 A student’s attendance can affect the number of GCSE’s they will pass at grade 4 or above. 
 Students with over 90% attendance to school are more likely to gain five or more GCSE’s or equivalent              

qualifications. 
 Students with less than 85% attendance to school are less likely to gain five GCSEs or any qualifications. 
 

How can I support my child’s attendance? 
 

 Talk to your child about school. 
 Take positive interest in your child’s attendance and work, including homework. 
 Attend progress evenings and other school events. 
 Arrange appointments outside of school time or consider after 3:15pm or first thing in the morning.  If this is not 

possible, ensure your child returns to school as soon as their appointment is finished. 
 Provide medical documentation for periods of illness and appointments. 
 Inform the school’s attendance clerk immediately on first day of absence.  
 After illness make sure your child makes a prompt return to school – RESILIENCE. 
 Take holidays only during the school holiday periods.  
 Send your child to school every day. 
 

What should I do if I’m worried about my child’s school attendance? 
 

The first thing to do is to contact the school attendance clerk to discuss your concerns. We will set up a meeting to  
discuss any issues. 
 

Punctuality 
 
If a child is late but the register is still open they are marked as late. If the register has already closed when a child   
arrives late and without a satisfactory explanation, it may be classed as an unauthorised absence. 
 

Your child’s punctuality is important for the following reasons: 
 

 If your child is late for school each day, they lose almost two weeks of education a year. 
 Your child being late disturbs the whole class from learning. 
 Arriving five minutes late every day adds up to over three days lost each year. 
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Maths Homework on Sparx 
 
Year 7 to 10 have enjoyed completing their homework on Sparx Maths so far this term with 
some excellent feedback.  With its ability to react to a student’s ability, it provides            
personalised homework for all students while at the same time providing powerful feedback 
to maths teachers. 
 
Sparx Maths encourages students to secure 100% on each homework.  As a school,      
homework support is available from maths teachers in the classroom, our afterschool  
homework club in the library as well as a maths specific homework drop-in after school    
every Wednesday in M2. 
 
At the time of going to press, our current school leaders are: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Languages Faculty News 
 

European Languages Day on 26th September is an annual event held across all countries in Europe to promote    
awareness of the importance of language learning.  In French lessons that day students completed a quiz with listening 
activities where they had to identify different languages spoken.  This then led to some great discussions about other 
languages that students know and thinking about language acquisition.   
 

Inspired by watching ‘Les Vacances de Monsieur Bean’ our Year 8 students have been learning about Paris and tourism 
in Paris.  Details of our week-long trip to Paris to follow at a later date. 
 

Year 9 students have enjoyed watching ‘Neuilly-sa-Mère’ a French teen comedy set in France.  This is leading them to 
consider a number of social issues including family relations, racism and class difference.  
 

Meanwhile Year 10 students have made an excellent start to their GCSE courses.  As part of their GCSE theme of      
current and future study and employment they have watched ‘Les Choristes’, a French musical drama film.   We have 
been impressed by their hard work this term completing online Vocab Express homework assignments.  
 

Year 11 students began their exam revision in earnest during the first two weeks of October with a series of after 
school revision sessions preparing for their French speaking mock GCSE exam.  Attendance for these extra sessions was 
excellent, well done to all the students who have prepared hard for this first exam during the week of 17 October.  
Good luck to all our students in November for their remaining listening, reading and writing papers. 
 

Mr Blizzard, Mrs Keith-Smith and Mr Pugh 
 
 

Netball matches v Winterbourne Academy – Monday 17th October 
 
We knew it would be a tough fixture against Winterbourne as their netball teams are always strong.  The girls showed 
great resilience in all year groups and kept encouraging each other throughout the games.  They played some of the 
best netball that I have seen all season, showing great movement, consistent passing and some fantastic intercep-
tions.  Special mention should go to the year 8 team who pushed Winterbourne right up until the final whistle, only 
narrowly missing out.  Player of the match went to:  Sherry and Katie in year 7, Elaya in year 8, Katie T in year 9 and 
Lexi for the U16.  We now have to wait to see if we have made it through to the semi-finals.  Good luck girls 
 
Ms Winter 

First 

Name 

Year group 

Erin Year 7 

Evie Year 7 

Ellisa Year 10 

Abigail Year 7 

Lila Year 8 

Mason Year 7 

Zach Year 8 

Eva Year 7 

Sebas-
tian Year 7 

Amelia Year 8 

Rianna Year 10 

Luke Year 9 

Harry Year 8 

Imani Year 7 

Olivia Year 7 
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Year 10 Athelstan Trust PE activity today – Tuesday 27th September 
 

We had the pleasure of joining 4 other schools from the Athelstan Trust to participate in some new and exciting    
physical activities.  We travelled to Malmesbury School who were hosting the event with a small group of Year 10    
students.  The students participated in taster sessions in:  Self-defence, Zumba, Kick boxing and Yoga.  They thoroughly 
enjoyed the sessions and it was lovely to see them participating with such enthusiasm and effort.  They were truly a 
credit to themselves and the school and this was reflected in the comments that we received from the instructors 
leading the sessions.  They all remarked positively on their behaviour and effort levels and the students should be   
congratulated for this.  We are looking forward to collaborating again with our Trust schools after such a successful PE 
event.  Well done to our Year 10 girls that participated 
 

Ms Winter & Mr Allen 
 
Netball fixtures – v Brimsham – Wednesday 28th September 
 

We made a positive start to our netball season with some great individual and team performances in the first match of 
the group stages of our netball league. 
  
Year 7 – Lost but played well encouraging and supporting each other.  We are confident that we can build on this    
performance and start to work effectively as a team.  It would be lovely to see more year 7’s at netball club on a    
Tuesday night after school.  Player of the match went to Ellen for her grit and determination in and around the centre 
court. 
 

Year 8 – Lost 10-5 in a highly competitive game.  Player of the match was Elaya for her ability to maintain a consistently 
high intensity throughout the game. 
 

Year 9 – Won 9-4 in a really closely fought game.  Player of the match went to Katie H for her hard work and consistent 
shooting particularly in the latter part of the game. 
 

U16 – Won 20-7 and dominated for large parts of the game.  Player of the match went to Lily C for her ability to read 
the game well and make correct decisions under pressure. 
 

Well done to all involved and let’s build on these performances. 
 

Ms Winter & Miss Joyce 
 
 
 

Netball matches V Downend – Tuesday 4th October 
 

Year 7 Won 9-8  - The Year 7 team produced a superb performance in a highly competitive, closely fought game 
against Downend.  The team showed real grit and determination throughout and came away with their first win of the 
season. Player of the match was Natalie who worked tirelessly and showed consistency in her passing and movement 
 

Year 8 Won 5-4 – The Year 8 team worked well together producing a great performance against Downend.  Player of 
the match was Amelia for her outstanding shooting and great decision making throughout. 
 

Year 9 Lost 9-5 – The Year 9’s worked hard as a team and continued to encourage and support each other throughout 
a highly competitive game.  Player of the match was Katie H for her hard work in and around the shooting circle.  
 

U16 Won 10-4 – The U16 girls put in an amazing performance against Downend against an extremely athletic and very 
tall Downend team.  They worked hard to slow the pace of the game which at times was quite frantic and focus on 
making good decisions.  Player of the match was Caitlin for her constant supporting play in attack and defensive. 
 

Let’s build on these performances in our next game against Yate Academy. 
 

Ms Winter, Miss Joyce and Miss Ellis 
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Netball Matches v Yate Academy – Wednesday 12th October 
 
Year 7:  Drew 4-4 – The year 7 girls worked really hard in a closely fought game against Yate Academy.  Special thanks 
should go to the students that stepped in at the last minute to ensure we had a full team.  Player of the match went to 
Katie who was outstanding in her defensive row, preventing lots of goals being scored. 
 
Year 8:  Lost 10-4 – The year 8 girls worked hard and encouraged each other in a tough and competitive game against 
Yate.  Player of the match was Elaya who, in her centre role, effectively supported both the attack and defence. 
 
Year 9:  Won 10-9 – The year 9’s put in an excellent performance against a very vocal Yate team.  The game was close 
throughout with only one goal separating the two teams for most of the game.  The girls showed great resilience and 
determination to win the game by a single goal.  Player of the match went to Katie H who worked effectively in and 
around the shooting circle. 
 
U16:  Won 6-3 – The U16 girls dominated for long periods of the game and the score didn’t really reflect the amount of 
possession that they had.  The girls were strong and held their own against a physical team showing grit and             
determination throughout.  Player of the match went to Jemma, who despite a reoccurring injury was a rock in        
defence. 
 
Good luck in your next match against Winterbourne 
 
Ms Winter & Miss Joyce 
 
 
 
Rugby Reports 
 
Rugby has been very popular this term, and we have been able to field a number of teams at different tournaments. 
There have been some excellent results so far. 
 
The Year 10 boys’ team remains unbeaten this year. They beat Yate Academy in a friendly fixture. They also won their 
age group tournament which was held at Chipping Sodbury Rugby Club, beating Brimsham Green, Yate and Downend. 
 
The Year 9s have played one tournament at Bradley Stoke. They are a very new team of players and demonstrated 
some very positive Rugby. They have the potential to develop into a strong team. Their next Tournament is on 
Wednesday 19th October at Chipping Sodbury Rugby Club. 
 
The Year 8s’s also played at the Bradley Stoke Tournament against Bradley Stoke and Marlwood. We fielded two 
teams, and had a mixed bag of results, with some wins and some losses against Marlwood who were a very strong 
side. Again, the team showed great determination and desire, and we look to improve on results at the next            
tournament on Tuesday 18th October at Cleeve Rugby Club. 
 
Cross Country 
 
We had some excellent results at the recent Cross Country meet, held at Castle School on Thursday 6th October.       
Notable performances came from Jack in Year 7 (1st), Maisy in Year 7 (1st); Jacob in Year 8 (3rd); Tom in Year 10 (3rd) and 
Akira in Year 11 (1st). Well done to all who competed and represented the school so well. 
 
Mr Allen 
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Sixth Form News 
 

A Level results day seems like such a long way ago now.  I am proud to say that all of our students were able to secure 
places at their chosen university.  The students have now started their first term and I would like to wish them every 
success. Our students also secured some excellent apprenticeships this year with Airbus and Foot Anstey solicitors. 
Being Head of Sixth Form is such a rewarding job, it is fantastic to see the students move on to start their careers at 
the end of their studies with us. 
  
As we come to the end of term one our Year 13 students have been busy submitting their UCAS applications.  Huge  
congratulations to Megan Baird and Jessica Tonkin for being the first students to submit this year. Also, to our          
Oxbridge candidates Jessica Hopson, Chelsea Hopson, Carys Stephenson and Theo Fitzhugh. Our school deadline is to 
submit as many applications as possible by the start of next term.  If parents/carers would like more information UCAS 
have produced a very useful guide Advice For Parents And Guardians | UCAS | Parent Guide To University.  
 

Year 11 have attended our Cotswold Edge Open Evening to start the process of applying for their Sixth form courses. 
You can find out about the subjects we offer on Cotswold Edge Sixth Form - Application Pack. We are running a Taster 
morning for year 11 on Wednesday 19th October when students are able to experience what A Level lessons are like 
and find out more about the subjects they currently do not study.  
 

The timeline for Year 11 applications is: 
 

 

Year 12 have settled in very well to their new routines and studies, students have already applied for Access to Bristol 
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/access/ including Pathways to HealthCare. As well as this Year 12 
have attended the University and Apprenticeships Fair in September, this has given the students an insight into        
potential courses following their A Levels.  

I would like to say how proud I am of the Sixth Form students and how well they have settled into the Sixth Form ways 
of working including home study.  We have been reminding students to get into the routine of making revision notes 
at regular intervals, a method they have been introduced to in Cornel Notes which is detailed on the next page.   
 

Wednesday 19th October P1 & 2 sixth form taster morning 

October -November2022 Students should be: 

Investigating all their options 

Reading prospectus 

Attending open evenings 

Talking to their subject teachers 

Talking to their tutors 

7th November Cotswold Edge application deadline – applications received after this time will be       

accepted but it may not be possible to join the courses of your choice as applications 

that are received on time will have priority. 

External students should complete and hand into any school reception as soon as    

possible 

November/December One to one sixth form interviews 

February/March Offer letters home 

5th July Post 16 induction day 

24th August GCSE results day 

September Term 1 begins 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/ucas-undergraduate-advice-parents-and-guardians
https://cotswoldedgesixthform.org.uk/Applications_/Prospectus-Handbook-/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/access/
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Remember to ensure there is a routine at home for study and a good place to do this.  If you are finding your son/
daughter is struggling in anyway please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
  
Reminder: Year 13 & 12 parents’ evening will be held at Brimsham Green School on Thursday 3rd November, more    
detail will follow in the students review letter. 
  
Finally, 20 Year 12 & 13 students are currently on their cultural awareness trip to New York. W e left school on  
Wednesday 19th October and return on Sunday 23rd. A huge thank you to the School Endowed Foundation and The 
Townlands Charity for their financial support. More information about the students’ experiences will be in the next 
newsletter.  
 
Gill Hilleard 
Head of Sixth Form  
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Life Learning 
 
If your child has recently joined Chipping Sodbury School, you may be wondering what Life 
Learning is on their timetable.  
 
Life Learning at Chipping Sodbury School is taught once a fortnight and topics are expanded on during assemblies,   
tutor activities, cross curricular links and whole school calendar events. In line with the Government’s Personal, Social, 
Health and Economic Education (PSHE) Guidance, we are committed to developing students’ awareness in three key 
areas; Mental Health & Wellbeing, Relationships and The World We Live In. Topics taught in Life Learning are ‘spiral’ 
and developmental. The aim is that knowledge and understanding is built upon through the academic years whilst also 
looking to make links, where possible and appropriate e.g. drugs education and RSE, to enrich students’ awareness. 
Topics are aimed at the developmental stage of students and are revised regularly to ensure they are suitable for our 
students.  
 
If you are not already aware, there have been statutory changes made to the RSE and Health elements of the PSHE 
curriculum. Below is a summary of the changes and what will be taught at Chipping Sodbury School: 
 
Relationships and Sex Education is now a compulsory part of the PSHE curriculum. Relationships and Sex Education 
builds on the teaching at primary. It aims to give young people the information they need to help them develop 
healthy, nurturing relationships of all kinds. During Life lessons students will receive content on what healthy and    
unhealthy relationships look like and what makes a good friend, colleague and successful marriage or committed     
relationship. At the appropriate time, the focus will move to developing intimate relationships, to equip your child with 
knowledge they need to make safe, informed and healthy choices as they progress through adult life. By the end of 
their time at Chipping Sodbury School, students will have been taught content on:  
 
• families 
• respectful relationships, including friendships 
• online media 
• being safe  
• intimate and sexual relationships, including sexual health. 
 
Health Education is also now a mandatory part of the PSHE curriculum. It aims to give your child the information 
they need to make good decisions about their own health and wellbeing, to recognise issues in themselves and others, 
and to seek support as early as possible when issues arise. By the end of their time at Chipping Sodbury School,        
students will have been taught content on: 
  
• mental wellbeing  
• internet safety and harms  
• physical health and fitness 
• healthy eating 
• drugs, alcohol and tobacco 
• health and prevention 
• basic first aid 
• changing adolescent body. 
 
You cannot withdraw your child from Health Education or the Relationships Education element of Relationships and 
Sex Education, because it is important that all children receive this content, covering topics such as friendships and 
how to stay safe. If you do not want your child to take part in some or all of the Sex Education lessons delivered at   
secondary, you can ask that they are withdrawn. 
 

...continued 
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Upcoming PSHE Event 
 
22nd November - ‘Smashed’ - This is an alcohol education event designed specifically for Years 7 and 8 and delivered 
using a combination of live theatre and interactive workshop and discussion activities. 
 
Wellbeing Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Y11 Wellbeing Ambassadors have completed their Mental Health Champions training (run by OTR). They feel that 
they will be of value because they are empathetic, relatable, and inclusive and they have the capacity to help. They are 
going to be running a number of wellbeing activities this year.  
 

 
 
Wellbeing Activity  
 
The Wellbeing Ambassadors have been busy delivering plants to tutor rooms. Each tutor group will need to decide on 
a name for their plant and to help look after it. 
 

...continued 

Activity When? Where? Purpose? Added bonus 

Game On 

(Y7-9) 

Monday 

lunchtime 

H5 To have fun! Biscuits! 

Drop in service 

(Y7-9) 

Thursday 

lunchtime 

Science meeting 

room 

To offer advice and  

support, on topics such 

as: managing anxiety, 

accessing support and 

homework 

Hot chocolate and a 

friendly chat! 
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continued … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#HelloYellow 
 
A huge thank you for wearing yellow on the 10th October, for World Mental 
Health Day. This event was successful in raising awareness about Mental Health 
and showing young people how they feel matters. All money raised will be   do-
nated to YoungMinds.  
 
If you would like any further information on topics taught during Life lessons, 
please email: 
 
Rachel.Gray@chippingsodburyschool.com  
 
 

Chainreaction Greenpower Team 
 
Chainreaction have had an amazing season, and managed to compete in the final, hosted at 
Goodwood Motor Circuit, with teams from around the world being in attendance. We also 
have made upgrades to our current car throughout the season, from a new motor, to lighter 
bodywork. Over the course of the next eight months, chainreaction are    looking to develop 
a new car to race in the 2023 season. Throughout this, we aim to make a car that is both 
lighter, more aerodynamic, and hope to achieve an even higher place next season.  
 
 
 
 

Rotary Racer Greenpower Team 
 
On Sunday 9th October the Rotary Racer Greenpower team attended Goodwood 
motor circuit for the Greenpower international final. The team were looking for a 
top 10 result from the day with both cars qualifying well. After practice and a team 
picture, the team prepared for the first race. Both cars ran  successfully with RR9 
(our older car) securing a 6th place finish whilst RRX, despite running well at the 
start, finished in a respectable 8th place. The final F24+ race of the year followed 
where our older car RR9 competed. After an hour of racing RR9 finished in 10th 
which we were pleased with due to the age of the car and competition in the race 
we were pleased with. The final F24 race of the year was next. Both cars started 
towards the back of the grid which disadvantaged us early on. But the cars worked through the order and RR9       
eventually finished 7th with RRX coming home in 9th. The team were pleased with the results as the cars showed 
promising pace and with some development over the winter we could be looking at improved positions next year.   
Following on from this we had many successes throughout the year with strong finishes at Castle Combe and podiums 
at Mallory Park. Through the winter we are looking at improvements for both cars as well as looking to start              
researching and designing a new car.  

mailto:Rachel.Gray@chippingsodburyschool.com
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Sodbury Chargers Greenpower Team 
 
Greenpower Season 2022 was fantastic for us Sodbury Chargers. It began with 2 new team members Cole and Kacper, 
and a third a few months later, Charlie. The season began with us redesigning and modifying our car to make it     
shorter, lighter and more efficient, we even changed the green camouflage to a giraffe velour print!! The season began 
at Goodwood and then led to further races at Mallory Park, Dunsfold and Castle Combe. We qualified for the final in 
October back at Goodwood and finally was placed 26, up from 28 the prior year and even won the IET Engineering 
Award. The next few months will be spent continuing with our modifications on the car and upskilling our team so we 
can continue thriving and improving year on year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students cycling to and from school 
 
A number of students are still riding to and from school without a cycle 
helmet.  Please ensure your child is appropriately dressed for cycling   
including a helmet; this is to help keep students safe.  We have been 
made aware that a small number of students have been riding their 
bikes on footpaths in a dangerous manner and risking the safety of    
pedestrians.  There have also been at least two occasions when          
students have been abusive to members of the public.  Please could you 
reinforce the need for safe cycling and good manners?    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

...continued 
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continued … 
 

Project Dragonfly Give-A-Gift 
 

Project Dragonfly is a Community Interest Company run by Julie Oakley (Student Support) and Sharon Criddle (HLTA) 
that helps young people with their social and emotional needs. 
 

Julie’s granddaughters, Ava and Aurora,  were worried that some children may not get a gift from ‘Santa’ this year so 
we have launched the ‘Give-A-Gift’ appeal.  If you have any new or nearly new toys or gifts that you would like to     
donate and are suitable for a young person aged between 4 and 16 please let us know or bring them in to Sharon or 
Julie. We are happy to collect from the local area. 
 

Thank you. 
 
 

Join a club! 
 
At Chipping Sodbury School, we offer a wide range of co-curricular activities for our students to get involved with. We 
would love for every student to be involved with at least one co-curricular group run during or after school. At CSS, it is 
our belief that the more you put in, the more you get out! We have really expanded the range of clubs and co-
curricular activities that are running at lunchtimes and after school, and the House Councils and The Senate will be 
helping to decide what to add next. Homework Club is on in the Library every day after school, in addition to the fol-
lowing for Term 2: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
“I like having the opportunity to build and create things that come from my imagination.” – Lego Club 
“It’s really good because the teachers get involved too.” – Fight Club 
 
Benefits for students include: 
 

 Provides opportunities to make friends 
 Helps identify and grow strengths and passions  
 Broadens their curriculum offer 
 Develops skills, knowledge and experience 
 Supports UCAS applications for universities 

...continued 
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continued … 

If you haven’t joined one yet, why not choose something from the choices on offer? 

  

  

  

  



16 

 
continued … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  



17 

 
 
Sodbury Slog Refreshments –Sunday 13th November – Calling All Bakers 
 
Each year the Sodbury Slog invite the school to provide the refreshments to the runners and spectators. This is a great 
opportunity to raise funds as all profits raised go directly to the school. 
 
With over 1000 runners and their spectator support we need your help.  You can help in two ways: 
 
Bake – We sell over 500 pieces of cake or biscuits across the day. We would be grateful to anyone who is willing to 
  bake something for us. With these contributions all sales are 100% profit. 
Serve – If you can help on the day, even for an hour, we would be very grateful. 
 
If you can help bake or volunteer please message Sue Elliott on 07952 050667 or e mail sue@mfesch.plus.com 
 
Without your help we can’t put this on. 
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