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Chipping Sodbury School 

Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

May  
24th Parents Evening 5 (Y7/Y8) 
June  
7th Y12 HE Apprenticeship 
Info Evening 
20th Science Fair 
20th Sports Personality 25th- 

20th December 2019  

As we approach a new decade, it is fitting to stop and reflect on the many successes at Chipping Sodbury School.  I 

would like to update you on some recent national data which we have received about our school. We strive to ensure 

our  curriculum is broad and offers a wide range of opportunities to students; we are proud of our offer at Chipping 

Sodbury School and the diversity this affords our students.  Governors and all school leaders are determined to        

continue to drive forwards our strong exam results for all students.  I am delighted to report that the recent validated    

national data illustrates that students in Year 11 achieved high levels of attainment. A recent report for GCSE results 

shows that not only in 2019 our attainment and progress measures improved, but also that the proportion of our     

students achieving English and Maths GCSE level 9-5 was the highest in the local area.  This was also one of the highest 

scores across the local authority.  The progress of each individual student remains a very high priority for us, and we 

strive to ensure that each learner can make the best progress possible, irrespective of their ability or starting point, 

studying a wide range of subjects to give them a fully-rounded educational experience. 

 

We are constantly reviewing the work we do in school to ensure we enable all our students to succeed.  To this end, 

school leaders and governors are in the process of evaluating our curriculum to reflect on the structure in place with a 

view to strengthening it further. 

 

This week we have celebrated the achievements of many of our students at our Awards Ceremony in the Town Hall.  

Our guest speaker was an ex-student who is now successfully working in the community as a journalist.  Ross Arnott 

reflected on his time at Chipping Sodbury School and the many opportunities he embraced as a student.                    

Congratulations go to all our award winners with special thanks to the jazz orchestra who played fantastically well. 

 

We have enjoyed the accomplishments of many of our students during our run up to Christmas.  The Drama Club            

performed a wonderful production of ‘Christmas is Cancelled?’ which is a piece they have been working on during their 

lunchtimes.  During Thursday evening, our talented musicians have performed at St John’s Church.  A big thank you to 

all our staff who give so generously of their time to support these events. 

 

Over the past couple of weeks, we have been collecting for the local food bank.  Thank you to all families who have 

made a contribution.  The money collected on Friday 20th December for our Mufti Day will also be donated to the Food 

Bank which is the chosen charity of Avon House.  

 

This term we will be saying farewell to Mrs Isabelle Finn-Kelcey, teacher of English and Humanities in the Access      

Centre.  Mrs Sarah Johns has been appointed and will start teaching with us in January.  Ms Grace Taylor is in post to 

cover Ms Anderson’s maternity leave working in the maths faculty.  Mrs Tracey Ball has taken up a new challenge 

working in a primary school; the deputy safeguarding lead will be Mrs Elaine Emms after the Christmas holidays. 

 

I do wish you all a very Happy Christmas once we break up on 20th December, term 3 starts on Monday 6th January for 
all students which will be week 2.  Our next Inset day is on Friday 24th January. 
 
With very best wishes and season’s greetings, 
Katherine Turner 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

January 2020  
6th Start of term 3 
24th Inset Day 
 
February 
14th End of term 3 
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 Yate Star Twirlers European Championships 

 

The group Yate Star Twirlers recently participated in their 7th European 

Championships which took place in Italy (Lignano Sabbiadoro). They   

competed from 11th to 13th October in 3 group routines which                 

included baton flag senior, traditional pom senior and traditional          

majorette corps senior. The outcome of these routines wwas two second 

places and a fourth. Fourteen European countries took part, which makes 

this a huge achievement for the girls and the country. 

 

Leading up to this, the team trained three times a week (three hours per 

night) which portrayed their commitment and dedication to getting the 

best  results they could. 

 

Next year they are hoping to go to Czech Republic to represent England again. To get to this point the team will       

continue to train hard and win nationals. 

 
 

 

 

Netball matches v Brimsham – Thursday 24th October 
 
Year 7 – Won 6-3, player of the match was Lilly 
Year 8 – Won 8-7, player of the match was Isabelle 
Year 8/9B – Lost 18-9, player of the match was Maddie 
Year 9 – Lost 17-10, player of the match was Kacey 
U16 – Won 33-6, player of the match was Mia 
 
Well done on a great season. This is our last netball fixture unless we have made the league play offs and we will find 
this out in a few weeks when results are collated.  Training will continue after school on Tuesdays so that we can     
continue to develop and improve our skills and ability to work effectively as a team. 
 
Ms Winter, Miss Joyce and Miss Ellis 
 

Netball matches v Bradley Stoke – Thursday 17th October 
 
Year 7 – Lost 4-2, player of the match was Channon. 
Year 8 – Won 33-0, player of the match was Ruby. 
Year 9 – Won 16-15, player of the match was Alex. 
U16 B – Won 22-10. player of the match was Kia. 
U16 A – Won 31-12, player of the match was Mia. 
 
Another great set of result. We had our final netball match of the season on Thursday 24th October against          
Brimsham 
 
Ms Winter, Miss Ellis and Miss Joyce 
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Netball fixtures v Patchway- Tuesday 15th October 
 

Year 8 – Won 18-3, player of the match was Caitlin 
U16 – Won 42-3, player of the match was Alice 
 
Well played, some fantastic netball shown at this game 
 
Ms Winter, Miss Ellis & Miss Joyce 

Sodbury Slog 
 
The school supports Bitton Road Runners every year at the slog by having a refreshments stall selling bacon rolls, hot 
drinks and cakes. This helps keep the marshals, supporters and runners going through the morning. Thank you to    
everyone who helped on the stall, or who made cakes. We had an amazing variety of cakes this year. In total we made 
£728 for the school.  
 
Thanks 

 
Year 7 & 8 Indoor athletics competition at Yate Academy 
 

The annual indoor athletics competition was held at Yate Academy on Wednesday 4th December.  The event consists 
of schools in South Gloucestershire competing in a number of different sprinting, longer distance running races,   
jumping and throwing events.  There is always a fantastic atmosphere as all schools get the opportunity to spectate 
and encourage their athletes.  Congratulations to the following competitors who represented the school in year 
7:  Romilly, Lexi, Channon, Abi, Micah, Tom Cr, Tom Cu, Kurtis, Taylor and Will. 
 
The following students represented the school in year 8: Jemma, Caitlin, Apolline, Lissie, Lexi and Evie.  Special men-
tion should go to the year 8 boys who won the event.  Congratulations to Louis, Jack, Levelle, Max and Akira who put 
in some fantastic individual performances and now go on to represent the county in the Level 3 games in January. 
 
Ms Winter/Mr Allen 

School Senate 
 
Elections are being held for students in Years 7-10 who would like to join the School Senate. Following hustings in   
assembly, each year group will vote to determine which person(s) they would like to represent them. 
 
This year the Senate is working with Sodbury in Bloom, in particular to raise money to provide a school planter of 
flowers in the High Street. This is likely to cost close to £500 and the Senate is looking to hold a Mufti Day in term 3 
and to organise a cake and plant sale which would generate the income. The Sodbury in Bloom co-operation will also 
provide opportunities for CSS students to volunteer (for example leaflet dropping for the town’s Christmas Tree Trail) 
and for the design of posters and newsletter templates. 
 
The Senate also provides important Student Voice on issues relating to student welfare, for example they have been 
giving their views on the effectiveness of recent assemblies addressing Anti-bullying and E-safety within the school. 

Head lice 

 

There have been reported cases of head lice in the school.  Please could you check your son/

daughter’s hair and treat accordingly should you need to do so? 
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Christmas in the Music Department 
 
We have been in the middle of a very busy season of music-making activities.  The choir took part in the first ever 
South Gloucestershire combined secondary schools Christmas concert at Clifton Cathedral which also featured a   
number of our students in the orchestra.  They performed a demanding programme of music to an excellent standard 
and were fabulous ambassadors for the school. 
 
Our own school Christmas concert took place on Thursday 19th December in St John's Church, Chipping                     
Sodbury.   Over 60 of our musicians from Year 7 to the Sixth Form performed an eclectic selection of music.   
 
A particular thank you is due to our Jazz Ensemble who performed at the school awards ceremony and also to our Year 
10 Rock Band for providing the music at all the final House Assemblies next week.  We finished the term by performing 
some selected highlights from our school concert to Year 7.  
 
Thank you very much to all the musicians for your hard work and enthusiasm this term.   
 
Mrs Boulton 
 
 

From the Drama Department... 
 
Our KS3 Drama Club performed the world premiere of its festive production entitled "Christmas is Cancelled" on 
Thursday 12th December. The cast have come up with all the ideas for the piece themselves and worked very hard to 
create such a fun performance in a very short space of time. We hope this will be the first of many great projects they 
can get involved in. Mrs Donnelly would like to thank them, their parents and the staff for supporting them so         
enthusiastically.  
 
The GCSE Drama students performed their Devised pieces for an audience of our own Y7 students on Monday 16th 
December. The brief the students were given was to create a piece of Theatre In Education (TIE) style drama. TIE is 
used in schools, colleges, prisons and other large organisations to communicate a message of some kind, these might     
include public health issues such as smoking or eating healthily. The issue the GCSE students were given was plastic 
pollution in the oceans and they have gone on to interpret this theme in some really imaginative ways. One group has 
turned the Earth, the Moon and the Sun into characters; another group has created a hard-hitting piece about how 
the careless dropping of plastic waste on a beach could have fatal consequences for a young girl. All the pieces show 
real inventiveness and skill and the students should be extremely proud of their hard work, creativity and               
commitment in getting them ready to show to a live audience. 
 
Mrs Donnelly 
 

Sixth Form news 

 

Congratulations to Zara Dawe, Ellie Ross, Thomas Peaston, Jack Barton, Grace Millais, Nicholas Whittles and Scott   

Harrill on their successful applications to Access to Bristol. These students will be attending a variety of subject 

streams for a 12 week course on Wednesdays.  

 

As well as this, congratulations to Katie Pellow, Katie McSherry and Tilly Crowley who were successful in their            

applications for Oxford University Shadowing Day.  

Continued….. 
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Continued….. 

 

Opportunities for year 12 students  
 

Nuffield Research Placements 2020 
 

Nuffield Research Placements (previously Nuffield Science Bursaries) provide over 1,000 students each year with the        

opportunity to work alongside professional scientists (including quantitative social scientists), technologists, engineers and 

mathematicians. More details can be found at https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/nuffield-research-placements.  
 

PWC Insight Weeks paid work experience 
For any students in Year 12, PWC offer Insight Weeks details can be found at https://www.pwc.co.uk/careers/school-jobs/

jobs/work-experience.html. These are one-week paid work experience programmes in the Summer Holidays focusing 

around Business, Accountancy or the Digital World. Applications open this autumn for the Summer 2020 work experience.  
 

PWC Employability Hub is a place where students can find useful virtual tools to support them in developing key                
employability skills and to help and support students as they’re starting to think about work experience and job applications 
https://www.pwc.co.uk/careers/school-jobs/employability.html. 
 

Each year a number of sixth form students have no idea of their progression routes after A Levels.  To help the students with 
this we highly recommend The Spartan Careers test https://sacu-student.com/?page_id=2850. It is a useful starting point for 
focusing thoughts about possible career routes.  

We have been working with UWE this term to develop our Sixth Form students’ resilience.  In a morning workshop, the stu-
dents were able to discover strategies for coping and developing their resilience skills.  

This term we have had a very informative workshop on drink and drug driving where all year 12 & 13 students were         
informed about the consequences of this. As well as this, the students have received a talk from Unity sexual health to    
ensure they are informed, safe and in control.  
 

Year 12 & 13 students have worked together on a Dragons Den style pitch in front of local businesses where they had to 
design a product and present as a team. The business people were extremely complimentary about the students’               
imaginative range of products which were pitched to them. 
 

Year 13 are completing their UCAS applications and congratulations to all of you who have applied so far. The deadline we 
set in school was 29th November as we wanted to get as many in as possible before the Christmas holiday. The final UCAS 
deadline is 18.00hrs on 15th January.  If your son or daughter is applying please be aware the personal tutor needs to have 
time to write the student’s reference and attach this to their application. This is not something which can be completed over 
night so we would appreciate any year 13 students who are applying to UCAS to have it completed by Monday 6th January.   
 

Once the students start to receive their University offers, please be aware of unconditional offers.  This BBC article explains 
some of the negative effects of these https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-50234781. 
 
A reminder to all Year 13 students you have mock exams starting Monday 6th January and ending Friday 17th January. All 
the students have a mock exam timetable. Good luck with the revision.  
 

Year 11’s who have completed their Course Choice Forms will be invited for their discussions during the first 2 weeks of next 

term.  I am looking forward to ensuring we have all of you on the right courses for you. If any year 11’s would still like to 

hand their form in, it is not too late.  
 

I would like to wish all of the Sixth Form students a really good Christmas holiday.  
 

Gill Hilleard 

Head of Sixth Form  

 

 

https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/nuffield-research-placements
https://www.pwc.co.uk/careers/school-jobs/jobs/work-experience.html
https://www.pwc.co.uk/careers/school-jobs/jobs/work-experience.html
https://www.pwc.co.uk/careers/school-jobs/employability.html
https://sacu-student.com/?page_id=2850
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-50234781
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New York Trip 2019 
 
At the end of October Cotswold Edge took a small group of year 12 and 13 students to New York.  
 
For me, a student, the trip was all I expected and so much more. The scale and the business of 
the city was awe striking, there is nothing even remotely comparable here in the UK. Whilst in 
the city, we went to the main big tourist attractions, seeing what the island of Manhattan had to offer. Some of the 
sites and scenery were breath-taking; being able to stand on top of, what was the world’s largest building for a long 
time, and look out on to the bustling streets below, only to be able to look to the side and see the peace and serenity 
of central park. It’s an odd feeling visiting New York as it seems so familiar, it is such a widely publicised city within  
television and films, this really hit home when visiting Times Square, being able to see the new year’s ball, and Grand 
Central Station.  

 
During our time in the city we didn’t stay in Manhattan itself over night, instead we stayed 
over the bridge in Brooklyn. If/when I visit the city again, I would definitely stay outside the 
city, this gave us a small insight and glimpse into the lives of those who actually live in the 
area. Taking the subway into the city every day and experiencing the wonderfully wacky  
people that ride it really made the trip special. 
 
 

To wrap it up, I will never forget the experience of visiting the city and that awe of first seeing 
the city out of the airport. The company during the trip was amazing, making friendships with 
people who you would never normally run into and the absolute biggest thanks to Ms Hilleard 
and Mr Chapman for taking us, I don’t think there would’ve been any better members of staff 
to travel with. 
 
Sam Barker-Lovell 

Oxford shadowing article 
 

A few weeks ago, I had the great opportunity to go to Oxford University and shadow a student doing the subject that 
I’m interested in doing. I was lucky enough to shadow Amma - a girl studying medicine. When I got there she showed 
me around her college, which was Christchurch and it looked amazing. Parts of the college had even been used in films 
such as Harry Potter and apparently, it was where Lewis Carroll started to imagine what would soon become Alice in 
Wonderland.  
 

After being shown around her college, we went to a lab session where we looked at the structure of nerves. There 
were brilliant samples showing the endoneurium, perineurium and epineurium perfectly. The lab had all sorts of  
amazing technology and I was shown the practical books that the students had to fill out as they went through the 
year and I saw the only thing bad in the whole day – biological drawings. However, there weren’t too many biological 
drawings and this guy called Des said they don’t have to be very accurate. We discussed the different colleges and it 
became very apparent there is a lot of inter college rivalry especially when it comes to the final of the annual rugby 
tournament. I was told some supporters even shaved their heads to scare off the opposition. 
 

We then went to lunch at Hertford in what was their ‘informal’ seating, however the hall was decorated with paintings 
of Winston Churchill and various other prime ministers on the walls, it was a little like the great hall in Harry Potter. I 
talked to some other people and they talked about programs like UNIQ that they did and were really fun. 
 

We had a workshop in the afternoon all about what it’s like to go to Oxford and how to get in. They talked about how 
they valued more scientific applications and how interviews process worked. We also talked about other extra and 
super curricular activities Oxford had to offer. 
 

All in all, it was a great day. I had lots of fun roaming around the university and getting insight into what it would be 
like to go to one of the best universities in the world. 
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National Citizen Service 

 

Carly Price and Montell Ferguson from The Robins Foundation are the new National Citizen Service co-ordinators for 

your school. NCS is a 3/4 week programme for 15-17 year olds split into four phases. NCS is a combination of        resi-

dentials away from home and also doing activities within Bristol city. NCS is the perfect bridge for school leavers as 

they go into college. 

 

The NCS experience will give young people a clearer idea of what they want from their future. They will take on fresh 

challenges, get a taste of independence and be given a platform to have their voices heard and deliver a social action 

project that will positively impact their local area. 

 

On NCS, they mix with new crowds, and take on fresh challenges together. Before they know it, they ’ll be rooting 
for each other, as they all tackle their own little hurdles. Along the way, they ’ll also get a taste for independence 
and pick up skills that’ll help them smash their future goals.  
 
Until 31st December 2019 there is a discounted price of £30. After that date the price will go back up to £50. If you 

want to come away with us in summer 2020 then please visit https://wearencs.com/ and sign up online or contact 

your co-ordinators Carly or Montell for more information. 

 

Email: Carly.Price@bcfc.co.uk 

Email: Montell.Ferguson@bcfc.co.uk 

Mobile: 07423418922 
 

Off to Pastures New! 

 

I began my time at Chipping Sodbury School in September 2011 supporting in the Inclusion team. I felt proud to be 

part of a school that my two eldest daughters had attended and my youngest was about to begin. I thank the School 

for encouraging my daughters to always believe in themselves and to be the best they can be. 

 

So it is with mixed feelings that my time at Chipping Sodbury School came to an end, my last working day being 11th 

December. I set off to pastures new, working in a Primary School, something I have wanted to do for a little while, 

making a difference earlier. 

 

I want to thank the school staff for their never ending support, you as parents for your trust and working with me and, 

of course, the students whom I will miss every day.  

 

REMEMBER, believe in yourself always, smile often, laugh lots and don’t let anything or anyone stop you from being 

the best you!! 

 

Mrs Ball xx 

https://wearencs.com/
mailto:Carly.Price@bcfc.co.uk
mailto:Montell.Ferguson@bcfc.co.uk

