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We have much to celebrate with our validated Post 16 results from summer 2017.
Whilst it takes some time for the performance tables to be published, I am very
proud that Chipping Sodbury School was ranked second across South Gloucestershire
and performed better than many other Sixth Forms in Bristol and Gloucestershire. A
very big well done to students, staff and parents/carers. Many of our Year 13
students are busy attending interviews for university and already we have great
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success in the field of History with two students being offered unconditional places at Queen Mary College, University
of London. We are extremely proud of them and recognise the excellent support given by their tutors and our
History team.
As a follow up to the November visit to Bristol Crown Court, 35 Year 9 students recently participated in a mock trial
activity at school. We were joined by Judge Horton who briefed the students and supervised the event. This was
highly successful and all students who participated reported thoroughly enjoying the activity. Equally, Judge Horton
was suitably impressed by the engagement of our students. Thank you to Mrs Blackmore who organised this event.
12 students in Years 7 and 8 attended the Bristol Aerospace Museum to participate in the ‘Flying Start Challenge’ early
in February. Students designed and built model aircraft which had to fly. Whilst we did not win the competition, there
was fantastic engagement and a lot of fun. Thank you to Miss McMorrow who organised the event and Mr Thomas for
accompanying the group on the trip.
Students and staff continue with our drive to secure examination success in the summer. There is a broad programme
for revision sessions and plenty of resources available. Packs have been sent home to parents/carers of students in
Year 11. Homework support is available every day after school in the Library with Miss Stiddard. I urge all students to
make the most of all the support available during these last few weeks in the run up to external exams.
We have been reviewing our stance on appropriate footwear for school following conversations with students and
parents/carers. We recognise that many styles of shoes do look like trainers. To be pragmatic, the expectation is that
all students wear plain black, flat footwear. There should be no white or coloured soles or logos. Canvas and soft
fabrics are not suitable due to health and safety around the school, in workshops and science labs. All students must
still have a pair of sports trainers to change into and wear in PE lessons. If anyone wishes to play football on the astro
pitch at lunchtime, a pair of suitable sports trainers must be brought into school and worn on the pitch. I hope this
modification in our uniform guidelines is clear and helps many discussions regarding shoes/trainers.
Finally, thank you to all students in Year 8 who have promptly returned their option forms and to those students in
Year 11 who have applied for a place in the Sixth Form. Mr Hinkins is busy processing all the course choices and
preferences.
Katherine Turner
Headteacher
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Year 11 Assembly January 2018
Year 11 students were presented with their mock examination results at a special assembly in January.
The trial run for the summer results day also provided important reflection time for students to think about their
future pathways and where they would like their grades to take them.
Deputy Headteacher, Mr Hinkins spoke at the mock results assembly. He said: “I would firstly like to celebrate your
successes and say well done for conducting yourselves so well during the mock examinations. You all turned up
prepared and that is how you need to be for your examinations in the summer.”
He added: “This is like your ‘health check’ today; you still have time to make a difference before the real exams and
you have time to think about what you need to do. There are still chances to make a difference now that can have an
impact on your future pathways and we are all here to help and support you. I wish you all the best of luck.”
Head of Sixth Form, Ms Hilleard, was also on hand to speak to students and a representative from our careers
service was there to offer students advice on other options available to them after their exams.
Ms Hilleard said: “What I see in front of me is a lot of potential and what you do now going forward will make a
difference to your lives. Getting good grades is not just important for now but also for your future life chances.”
Ms Hilleard went on to explain about the options available to them from staying on to Sixth Form, college courses,
apprenticeships and getting a job with training attached to a role, but she also pointed out, to get accepted, students
in most cases needed at least grade 5 (strong pass) or above and she also reminded them how competitive and
sought-after some of the courses and the apprenticeship roles can be. She added: “You now have time to think how
to fix any mistakes made in your mocks and learn from them. There is still time to get your grades sorted.”
Head of English, Mr Lewis, also addressed the students and talked about the successes of the Harry Potter author, JK
Rowling. He spoke of how she has worked hard to achieve what she has in her life. He said that he wanted to
encourage the students to work hard now to allow them to have many opportunities opened to them in the future.
Mr Pugh reminded students that they could book appointments with Jo Flannigan, our careers advisor.
Mr Milburn, Head of Science reminded the students of the Intervention programme that is in place along with the
Subject Support sessions that are currently running after school.
Mr Hinkins added: “I hope you get all the results you want.”
Year 11 Students said:
 “My results were alright, but I do know I need to start putting the work in and I need to concentrate a bit more. I
am still pleased with my results.”
 “I do now know what areas I need to work on, but I wasn’t disappointed with my results, they were what I
expected to get. Today has reminded me that I still need to work hard to get the results I would like.”
 “I did alright and got the grades I expected to receive, but I know now I need to revise more in some subjects. I
do think today was also important for us to think about our futures.”
 “I am really pleased with my grades and some will be higher in the end because of coursework. There is still time
to get different grades and having the practice with the mocks is important, the more practice the better. Today
has been important giving us an experience of the real results day and how we might feel when we are being
handed our grades.”
Mr Hinkins – Deputy Headteacher
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English News
HOW CAN YOU IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH GRADES?
NEW English revision resources available NOW for KS3 and 4 on OSCAR.
Simply log-in to your student account and go to English Faculty on the task bar, and English Revision NEW on the left
hand side for copies of all of the GCSE English Literature texts, fully annotated to support understanding; a spelling,
grammar and punctuation activity and information booklet for all year groups; English Literature GCSE revision
guides including example answers, advice and exam practice; and a GCSE English Language revision guide including
example answers, advice, exam practice and exclusive video links.
Royal Shakespeare Company plays to be streamed LIVE to Chipping
Sodbury School
We are overjoyed to be able to offer Year 8 students the opportunity
to watch a live stream of the RSC’s production of ‘Twelfth Night’ next
month.
The stream will take place on the morning of Thursday 8th March in
our Drama Hall.
We hope this will offer a valuable insight into Shakespeare’s world,
and we are currently arranging opportunities to offer further
productions for other year groups in the future.
Mr Lewis
Literacy Corner

3

Sixth Form news
Not only have we been focusing on ensuring all of our students have been successful with their applications for
university, we have been working with the students who are looking for apprenticeships. Before half term, Hanson
came to talk to a group of students about their school leavers programme and apprenticeships. Jack Dando has
successfully applied for a position and is through to the first round of interviews. We wish him every success.
The MOD gave a really interesting talk on their apprenticeships and career routes and for those students who go on to
apply for one of their roles, we wish you every success. It was fascinating to hear about the range of opportunities
there are at the MOD.
Alongside our programme of speakers for apprenticeships, we have had a very informative workshop from the
Department for Work and Pensions regarding the labour market and careers in our local area.
Year 12 students will soon start the process of thinking about their next steps post A-Levels and to start this process
we will be attending both Ambitions + on Wednesday 7th March and the UCAS Convention on Wednesday 11th April.
The students will have the opportunity to talk with employers regarding their career routes and discuss university
courses. These are really informative and essential events for the students to attend, as they really do start to plan
their progression from A Levels.
Jack Lovell and Matthew Woodward gave a fantastic presentation on the Rotary Youth Leader Award they attended in
the summer of 2017. It is a residential course organised by the Rotary, where both students engaged with a variety of
tasks to develop their leadership skills and qualities. There will be an opportunity for Year 12 students to apply to
attend this year’s course very soon. Jack and Matthew have presented to Year 12’s about their experience and how
much they found the course a really rewarding experience for them.
There are some Sixth Form trips coming up this term. The Battlefields trip leaves on Thursday 1 st March and CSS
Religious Studies group have joined forces with the Photography students and are off to London on Tuesday 13 th
March.
Just a reminder that the Year 13 exams begin on Monday 14th May. I am sure revision has started and preparations are
being put in place for the exam season. It can be a very stressful time for both students and parents, so if you have any
concerns please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Ms Gill Hilleard – Head of Sixth Form

A Level History News
The History Department is absolutely thrilled to announce that Holly Parker has been selected by Queen Mary
College, University of London for an award for Outstanding Potential in History, which carries with it an unconditional
place to read History there next year.
We couldn’t be prouder of you, Holly!
Déjà vu! James Doody has been given an award for Outstanding
Potential in History by Queen Mary College, University of London
following a lengthy interview process. This is a huge achievement –
well done James! We are very proud of you!!
Mrs Kate Smee – Head of Humanities
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Zinerah Badat Year 10
Zinerah has raised a fantastic £368 for the Little Princess Trust. This charity raises funds to provide real hair wigs for
children and young people who have lost their hair through cancer and other illness. Zinerah made the very selfless
decision to have 10 inches cut off her own hair and gained sponsorship for this. Her hair was duly cut over half term.
To support Zinerah in this fantastic act of generosity school organised a cake sale and tombola. Zinerah and her
friends ran the two stalls and a total of £122.72 was raised.
Very well done, Zinerah. I am sure the charity will be very appreciative of all your efforts.
Mrs Strange (Frome House Co)

Sixth Form Stress (also relevant if you are not in the Sixth Form!)
For most of our students, being a part of Cotswold Edge Sixth Form here at Chipping Sodbury School is stress-free.
However, there are times when pressure mounts and students find it more difficult to cope. We are a supportive
bunch in the Sixth Form, so students have each other, their personal tutors and Ms Hilleard, Mrs Griggs and
Mrs Blackmore to turn to for help and advice. Dealing with stress is also part of our VESPA support programme.
Sometimes a bit of stress is natural and spurs us on to complete coursework, revise or get that difficult piece of
homework done. However, when stress affects health, well-being and mood, it may be time to tackle the problem.
If students feel they want or need more support, there are some useful websites to visit for guidance and information:
Mind You is South Gloucestershire’s mental health and emotional wellbeing hub for young people. Mind You is there
to help you to look after your mental health, to find out about mental health problems and where you can go in South
Gloucestershire if you are struggling. www.mindyou.org.uk
http://kidshealth.org/en/teens/stress.html
https://youngminds.org.uk/
In addition, here are some practical things to do if stress is
becoming a problem:
 Plan time for study and time to relax.
 Cut back on part time work.
 Eat properly.
 Get some exercise (even just a short walk.)
 Get enough sleep.
 Spend time with friends.
 Ask for help if you are not coping.
 Have a revision plan for study periods and stick to it.
 Take the advice given by your teachers (they have years of experience!)
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What is the EPQ?
Sixth form students in Year 12 and Year 13 have been busy preparing for the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
which is a level 3 qualification. It enables students to practise skills which will be useful at university or in their future
professional life.
What do you actually have to do?
Each student has to choose a topic which is of personal interest to them and carry out research into that area. They
can either choose to make an artefact and then write a 1000 word report about their research, or they can write a
5000 word report about their research. Whichever path they choose, they have to give a presentation to an audience
about their research and how they handled their project. They also have to answer unprepared questions from the
audience.
An important requirement of the project is that students document the process as they go along, reflecting on how
they handled any difficulties, how they sifted the available research material to decide what was relevant and reliable
and how they managed their own time. Each student is supported by a supervisor whose role is to ask searching
questions of the students about the direction they are taking and the choices they are making. There is a taught skills
component to the course where students learn about how to research, how to keep a bibliography, how to reference
their research and avoid plagiarism, for example.

What projects do students do for EPQ?
Successful artefacts from the past have included making an
electric guitar, recording an album of cover songs, making and
editing a short film and writing a short story. Research topics
have included “What are the causes of the migrant crisis?”, “To
what extent is mental illness to blame for mass shootings in the
US?”, “What is the future for diabetes treatments?”, “Analyse
the extent to which racism has become a problem issue in the
UK’s society over the last 50 years” and “What is the most
important development in mathematics?” so you can see that
there is a topic to suit everyone for EPQ.
Why do the EPQ?
Not only do students develop valuable project management,
research, writing and presentation skills, but they also gain UCAS
points to help them apply to good universities. EPQ is graded
from A* -E and students get fewer points than A-level but more
than AS-level or BTEC, so it is a valuable qualification which is
highly regarded by universities.
Ms Debbie Bryan
Examination certificates
Certificates from last summer’s GCSE and A level courses may be collected
from school. They will need to be signed for at Reception.
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Peru 2018
We’ve had an incredible opportunity. We’ve been
offered the opportunity to travel to Peru for a month.
The Peru expedition will last four weeks and includes
community development work, environmental
projects and wildlife conservation. One element I am
excited about is building teaching facilities for the
local settlements. For every classroom we build the
Peru government will provide a teacher, increasing
the education available to the children. We will also
be building facilities to make people’s lives cleaner,
such as building toilets and give them a better quality
of life. During my time in Peru I will also have the
opportunity to visit the remote floating island on Lake Titicaca and undertake a five day hike to Machu Picchu.
The core objectives of this expedition are to undertake projects in order to:
Raise the educational standards of developing communities within a rural district of Peru by aiding in the building of
a school for the local community.
Raise the living standards of developing communities, within a rural district of Peru by aiding in on-going projects to
raise the standard of life.
Assist with on going wildlife conservation programmes to preserve biodiversity and protect vulnerable habitats.
James Keeping
Sixth Form
We are very excited about the Peru expedition, but are still looking for sponsorship in order to get there.
If you would like to support us (3 year 11 students, 1 year 12 and a teacher), please get in touch with me via the
school.
Thanks.
Ms Jarvis
Drop Off and Pick Up
We continue to have some difficulties in the main bus drop off/pick up area by the front of the
Sports Centre due to volume of traffic at the end of the school day. Please note that cars should
use parking bays and not the bus area and we do need to keep everyone safe. You may find it
more convenient to park off the school site.
Thank you for your assistance.
Reminder: if your son/daughter cycles to school, he/she MUST wear a cycle helmet. Students
will be refused permission to ride their bikes if they persist in not wearing a helmet.
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Lockers
We have currently ‘sold out’
of all our locker space for
the rest of the academic
year. We are looking at
options to increase the
numbers of lockers in
school for next year, space
permitting!

Ski Trip 2018 - Hochetz, Austria
This year the ski trip saw the school go back to the Hochetz/Kuhtai
Valley which we visited in 2015. We were welcomed by a fresh layer
of snow and sunshine; perfect conditions. Out of the 21 students,
only three had any real skiing experience. However, by the end of
the trip it was hard to distinguish who the beginners were. The
students all progressed throughout the week and could go home
competent skiers.
The students experienced a fun packed week with trips to high class
spas, swimming pools and towns, whilst also trying their hand at
traditional Austrian skittles.
Exhausted students and staff arrived home on Saturday having
learnt new skills, made new friends and gained lasting memories. It
was a pleasure taking them all away.
Next year’s trip will be to Montafon in Austria 2019.
Mr Bowden and Miss Winter

World Autism Awareness Week
To support World Awareness Week members of the
AS Centre team will be organising an Easter Sale in the
week before the Easter holidays. Further details will be
issued nearer the time.
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