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Chipping Sodbury School

Newsletter

As this first term comes to an end, we continue to have much to celebrate. The first set of reviews for students in Years 7, 9, 10
and 11 demonstrate a largely positive attitude to learning and good progress by many. The focus for assemblies this week has
been about setting personal high goals, having a can-do attitude and trying hard. Effort and attitude supports good progress.
I encourage all students in Year 11 to be proactive and gather information regarding their next steps into the Sixth Form. There is
an important information evening for parents/carers and students on Wednesday 7 th November in school and our Cotswold Edge
Open Evening at Yate Academy on 15th November. These are two crucial events whereby information regarding post 16
opportunities can be gathered. We remain one of the highest performing post 16 providers in the area with a huge advantage of
staff knowing our students very well and personalising their guidance, study and care. In addition,
most classes are small compared to other colleges
or schools.
During this past term, Camps International have
made a presentation to students in key stage 4
and Year 12 to promote an exciting opportunity
to spend a month in Kenya in 2020. If anyone has
not gathered the appropriate information, please
contact Ms Jarvis or Ms Hilleard. This trip is
accessible to all students in these year groups.
Thirteen students in the Sixth Form have recently
returned from a trip to Berlin where they visited
many of the key historic sites and got a real feel
for life behind the wall and the impact of east vs
west. Thank you to Mr Blacker and Mrs Boyce for
leading this trip.
Finally, I am delighted that I have been appointed
as permanent Headteacher; it is a great honour to
continue to lead our school. During the two-day
interview process, I was extremely proud of the
mature and welcoming approach from our
students towards all candidates. We continue to
drive up standards and we are working hard with
colleagues in the Local Authority to try to secure
more funding for our school.
I trust everyone has a relaxing holiday and can
re-charge batteries ready for term 2.
Ms K Turner, Headteacher
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The Collision Reconstruction Presentation
Delivered by road safety officers to Year 11 students in partnership with Avon Fire and Rescue Services reconstructing
a scene of an accident with a real life casualty (actor) being cut out of a vehicle.
Mrs R Gray
Life Coordinator
Music Department Update
A reminder that fees for instrumental lessons in terms 3 & 4 are due by 6th November please. Any students wishing
to start learning an instrument next term should speak to Mrs Boulton.
We are currently rehearsing for our Christmas Concert in St John's church. Ensembles rehearse at the following times:




Rock Orchestra - Tuesday tutor time
Ukulele Club - Tuesday lunchtime
Choir - Wednesday tutor time

Mrs Boulton
Music Department

We continue to face some traffic challenges at the end of the
school day when many cars arrive to collect students. Please
could you use the parking bays and not stop on double yellow
lines or the bays for the buses? The roads are frequently
blocked preventing traffic from moving and causing a
potential hazard for students.
Thank you for your help.
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PE News
Netball matches v Patchway - Wednesday 26th September
Year 9
Won 11-9, player of the match was Kia
U16
Won 18-1, player of the match was Rosie
Another great performance, good luck in your next match against Bradley Stoke.
Netball matches v Bradley Stoke - Wednesday 3rd
October

Netball matches v Marlwood - Wednesday 17th
October

Year 7 - Won 8-3, player of the match was Ellie-Mae
Year 8 - Won 12-9, player of the match was Alex
Year 9 - Won 16-10, player of the match was Carys
U16 - won 36-16, player of the match was Rosie

Year 7 - Won 11-6, player of the match was Ellie-Mae
Year 8 A - Lost 21-16, player of the match was Alex
Year 8 B - Lost 3-0, player of the match was Georgia
Year 9 - Won 20-3, player of the match was Phoebe

Miss Winter & Miss Ellis
PE Department
Cross-Country league fixture at Downend – Wednesday 10th October
Congratulations to all students who took part in the cross-country league match this week. We had some fantastic
individual performances from: Lily, Akira, Abi, Jacob and Finlay. The overall results were also excellent:
Girls
Y7 – 2nd
Y8/9 – 1st
Y10/11 – 2nd

Boys
Y7 – 2nd
Y8/9 – 3rd
Y10/11 – 4th

Well done and keep training for the cross-country championships at Blaise Castle on 8th November
Miss Winter & Mr Allen
PE Department

TDI exam practical coursework from June 2018 Exams
Will all students who want to keep their practical coursework that they submitted in May this year please arrange to
collect it from the TDI department. All coursework not collected by the end of November will be recycled
or
disposed.
If you know any students that have since left the school and had handed in TDI coursework would you please pass on
this deadline information.
TDI Faculty
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Parents’ Evenings
Year Group

Date

Time

Year 8 Options Assemblies

9:10am – 10:10am

Year 9, 10 & 11 Options Parents’ Evening

Week beginning Monday 10th
December 2018
Thursday 13th December

Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 23rd January 2019

4.15pm – 7.30pm

Year 8 Option Subjects Parents’
Evening

Thursday 31st January 2019

4:15pm – 7:00pm

Year 9 Parents’ Evening
Core Subjects (English, maths,
science, French & religious studies)

Thursday 7th February 2019

4.15pm – 7.00pm

Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Core Subjects (English, maths,
science, French & religious studies)

Wednesday 27th February 2019

4.15pm – 7.00pm

Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 20th March 2019

4.15pm – 7.30pm

Year 11 Core Subjects Parents’
Evening

Thursday 4th April 2019

4.15pm – 7.00pm

Year 9, 10 & 11 Options Parents’ Evening

Thursday 4th April 2019

4.15pm – 7.00pm

4.15pm – 7.00pm

Sixth Form News
Personal Tutoring in the Sixth From
With term 1 already coming to an end, our team of personal tutors are now fully engaged with mentoring sixth
formers. This involves regular meetings, on a one-to–one basis, in the sixth form block during tutor time.
In Year 12 this means that the tutor will get an overview of each student’s needs and aims and construct simple and
achievable targets that will focus on moving each student in the direction they need to go. As a basis for all discussions
we focus on ‘VESPA’: Vision, Effort, Systems, Performance and Attitude. Initially we check that the student has proper
organisation systems in place and is working at an appropriate level (as, for some, the sixth form can be something of a
shock.)
The targets are reviewed and amended each meeting to ensure we are constantly driving students on to achieve their
best and to be ready to move on to the next stage in their careers after sixth form.
In Year 13 at this time of year we are gearing up for UCAS applications and checking personal statements whilst
ensuring the students are going full steam ahead with their work.
Of course this tutoring is an incredibly valuable support system for all students and the more effort they put in to
achieving their targets the more successful they are in school and in moving towards their aspirational goals.
Mr Taylor
Sixth Form Tutor
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Sixth Form News
The sixth form students have settled back into their studies this term and they are all working really hard to ensure
they are fully prepared for their exams in the summer.
Year 12 have had a really busy first term; not only have they settled very well into sixth form life, they have had a
variety of extra opportunities to apply for. Congratulations to Lauren Andrews, Emily Welsby, Beatrice Skidmore, Eddie
Holden, Lydia Morgan, Emma Barraclough and Joe Melling who have been accepted onto Oxford University Shadowing
Scheme.
Ethan Baird, Emma Barraclough, Joshua Lillywhite, Joe Melling, Tobie Parsons, Eddie Holden, Hayden Wollen and Jake
Belton have been successful in their application to Access to Bristol University. We are waiting to hear the results of
the applications to On Track to Bath University and wish Lauren Andrews and Beatrice Skidmore every success. A
number of students have also applied for Cambridge University Shadowing Scheme. Applications close on 16 th
November if your son/daughter is interesting in applying.
On 11th October Year 12 attended the University and Apprenticeship Fair where they had the opportunity to start to
research their next steps and gather information. It was a very useful morning for the students. Following on from this
personal tutors have been busy discussing with the students their possible career routes. This enables us to direct all
students to various courses and events which are taking place in the local area.
Year 13 have started to submit their UCAS applications and offers are coming in for them; it is always a really exciting
time for the students and we wish them all every success with their applications.
In the sixth form we are always looking for ways to improve the students’ experience and this year we have introduced
the role of Senior Ambassadors. All Year 12 & 13 students had the opportunity to apply and interviews took place by
one of our school governors and an employer on Friday 19th October. The interviewers were really impressed by all the
students and I would like to congratulate the students. Senior Ambassador roles have been secured by Sophie
Greenslade, Nicholas Davidge, Joe Melling, Emma Vandeleur, James Keeping, Shannon Stewart and Hannah Doidge.
Over the course of the year you will see these students take on exciting leadership opportunities within the sixth form.
At the start of next term we are holding an Information Evening for all Year 11 parents on Wednesday 7 th November
6.00pm to 7.00pm at Chipping Sodbury School, as well as our Cotswold Edge Open Evening on Thursday 15 th November
6.00- 8.00pm at Yate Academy. More details of both of these events have been sent home to Year 11 parents.
To help with the preparation into sixth form life we have been successful in securing 50 places at Bristol University KS4
Conference where students will have the opportunity to attend Bristol University for the day and experience lectures
and have a tour of the University. Details of this opportunity will be passed onto the students.
I would also like to let you know that following on from our really successful New York trip last year, we are planning to
run this again in October 2019. More details will be passed on to the students in due course.
Ms Hilleard
Head of Sixth Form

Fundraising
We raised £421.93 for Macmillan Cancer Support from our MUFTI day in July
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Greenpower Race Report
On Saturday 6th October, Chipping Sodbury School
Greenpower teams Rotary Racer, Chain Reaction and
Pod Movement travelled to Rockingham race circuit
for the Greenpower International Final 2018. A total
of 100 cars participated in this final, some even
coming from countries such as China and Poland.
As a wet practice closed, the first F24 race got underway, with Chain Reaction starting late due to a
puncture. The teams realised that all cars were
struggling against the torrential rain and the wind.
Rotary Racer were having display issues which meant
they were unable to control the car’s speed. Chain
Reaction later discovered that their chain was loose
causing it to slip. Despite the weather and the
technical issues, Rotary Racer got an 8th place, Chain
Reaction got a 35th place and Pod Movement got a
44th place.
A break between the races allowed the teams to dry
off, with Rotary Racer even using a hair dryer on their
car. The F24+ race (ages 16+) began for Rotary Racer
and Pod Movement. Rotary Racer got 8th and Pod
Movement got 23rd.
The second F24 race began and Rotary Racer still had
no control over their battery usage. They managed to
achieve a 5th place in the race, despite having to finish
the race early. Pod Movement also did exceptionally
well with a 28th, and Chain Reaction closely behind.
Overall, the teams were outstanding, with these three cars appearing in the top 30 for the first time. Ending the season
Rotary Racer came in 5th position overall, Pod Movement in 28th and Chain Reaction in 29th out of more than 300
teams nationally. All the students would like to thank everyone for their participation this season, especially the
parents and Miss McMorrow for supporting them throughout the season. The teams are currently developing their
ideas for next year and welcoming aboard the new Year 7s who have joined the school.

Sodbury Slog
Please can you spare an hour or two to raise money for the school?
I am organising the catering for the Sodbury Slog, on Sunday 11th November to raise money for the school. I’m looking
for help from parents to serve hot drinks and bacon rolls from 9am to 2pm. I would also be grateful for donations of
cakes to be sold on the day. If you are able to help please contact Kate Pearce on 07871266224, or email
katesteve.chipping@blueyonder.co.uk. Thank you.
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English News
I’d like to thank all students in Year 10 that
applied for the trip to Stratford-UponAvon to take part in a Macbeth acting
workshop using RSC rehearsal room
techniques and an evening performance
of ‘A Christmas Carol’. The interest in the
trip was overwhelming and we sold out
within a day of the tickets going on sale.
I’m delighted to be able to tell you that
the next English trip available will be to
Poetry Live! in January, featuring
performances by Simon Armitage, Carol
Ann Duffy, and John Agard.
The poets will be reading their contributions to the AQA English Literature GCSE Power and Conflict Anthology. A chief
examiner will also be offering hints and tips on how to answer questions in the exam. This trip will be open to all
students in Year 10 early next term. The trip is strictly limited to 50 places.
Our relationship with the RSC continues to grow and we’re overjoyed to have the opportunity to offer a live broadcast
of the RSC’s latest version of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ for all students in Year 8 in our Drama Hall on the morning of 21 st
November. ‘Romeo and Juliet’ is the tragic story of two young people who come from two different households, who
fall in love. Despite the fighting between their families the two central characters do everything they can to remain
together. For young people of all ages, this play is a fantastic way to explore the concepts of family and loyalty as well
as looking at a range of themes including: family relationships, fate and destiny, and love.
We’ve been inundated with orders for English Revision Guides across the Key Stages. We have already placed the first
order; however, GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature Revision Guides and Workbooks will still remain
available until Christmas on the school’s ParentPay system.
We have introduced a new homework policy in English this term to support students with memory and retention, as
well as application of skills. For GCSE Literature, all students have been given access to our revision guide booklets and
videos through the school’s SMHW platform. Students have been asked to learn a number of key pieces of information
from sections of this guide that may be used to support them in their mock and final exams. This knowledge is checked
during weekly quizzes. We hope that this process will guide and support the revision process and help to chunk down
the work that is required outside of the classroom. For GCSE Language, a similar revision guide is available on SMHW,
and students have been asked to read the guide and apply their knowledge to exam-style questions. These revision
guides are available for English Language, as well as all the texts for the Literature course, on OSCAR (Student – English
Faculty – Revision NEW (on the left hand side) and should also be used to begin revision for mock exams now.
Ms S Lewis
Head of English
Associate Assistant Headteacher

Contingency Day for Examinations
The awarding bodies have designated Wednesday 26th June 2019 as a contingency day for examinations.
This means that all students sitting examinations in May/June 2019 must remain available until Wednesday 26 th June in
case an awarding body needs to invoke its contingency plan.
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‘The word from CSS Library’
The library is now up and running with an injection of some exciting new books and all
on our wonderful new Library Management System including the library’s Reading
Cloud. Students will have their own logins which will enable independence and
responsibility when it comes to borrowing our school library books; looking up due
dates and requesting to renew titles. Students will also be able to review books and
recommend favourite books to their peers. A big thank you to my wonderful and
hardworking team of student librarians who have helped to get the library
reorganised and individually logging all books on the new system: Gabby Dyer, Amy
Havens, Daniel Cronin, Diana Font, Millie Palmer, Abigail Lovell and Elena Haynes.
All have shown great commitment, team spirit and integrity in their roles.

“A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS”
Well done to Jeremy Gliddon who has won the photography competition. His photo used
props, speed shutters and used a very interesting book title.

CONCORDE BOOK AWARD
This year, Chipping Sodbury School is participating in the South Glos Concorde Book
Award. Four books have been shortlisted ready to read and vote for. Starting from next
term, a reading group of Y7-9 will be meeting in the library during Friday break times
(11.10 & 11.25am). It will include reading the four books, blogging and commenting on
the award blog and having the opportunity to attend the award ceremony.
If you/your child enjoy reading, come along to the library to find out more!

#THANKYOU100

Chipping Sodbury School is participating in the Royal British Legion’s
#thankyou100 celebrations. Next week and the week after half term,
students are invited to make a plastic bottle poppy from the school’s
recycling. These will be displayed outside the library during November.
Along with the poppies, students can write a poem to say #THANK YOU or to
express their feelings about war, soldiers and sacrifice. The Yate and
Sodbury RBL will be coming in to meet some of our students and see the
display.

A reminder that homework club runs in the Library, Monday to Friday 3.15pm-4.30pm.
Many thanks and wishing you all a wonderful term.
Mrs Vallis – HLTA
CSS Library
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