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ISSUE 2: SUMMER 2022 

As another very busy school year comes to an end, we have launched the 

most ambitious of our whole-school Literacy projects. Our whole-school 

reading programme – Literacy Legends – has run for the first time during 

Term 6.   

 

WHY HAVE A WHOLE-SCHOOL READING PROGRAMME? 

• Children who are weak readers will struggle as much in maths and 
science at GCSE as they do in English and in arts subjects. 
 

• According to the ‘Read All About It’ report, 20% of all 15-year-olds 
have a reading age of 11 and below, and 10% a reading age of 9 and 
below. The report authors conclude that “given the importance of 
literacy to the whole school curriculum, it follows that those 
students who struggle with reading are at a significant disadvantage 
in every one of the GCSE examinations they take”.  

 
• There is a pronounced gap in reading ability at age 15 between Free 

School Meals (FSM) and non-FSM pupils (55% vs 44%). The gap is 
relatively similar over the course of secondary school – it is 10 
percentage points at age 11 (21% vs 11%) – but the overall figures 
mask a big gender divide. 

 

• Students’ interest in books drops during the later stages of KS3 and 
they are less likely to read independently in their own time. 
Disadvantaged pupils are even less likely to read at home and this 
can be due to lack of access. 

 



• However, schools which run whole-school reading programmes 
(WSRPs), report that pupils engage with the sessions and, as they 
grow in confidence, they initiate discussions of the books’ 
characters and themes. 

 

• Schools with WSRPs also report improved focus in lessons and a 
reduction in poor behaviour. 

 
 

HOW DOES LITERACY LEGENDS WORK? 
 
Vertical Tutor Groups are split into Reading Groups according to year. Each 
year group reads the same book for 20 minutes, twice a week. From next 
year, we will run five sessions per fortnight. 
 
Every student has their own copy of the book – a significant investment for 
us as a school. They are read to by their Reading Group Leader and they 
follow along in their own copy. There may be “guest readers” occasionally 
too! 
 
The books chosen for this term’s pilot were: 
 
Y7: The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Rauf 
Y8: Northern Lights by Philip Pullman 
Y9: The Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick Ness 
Y10: Pigeon English by Stephen Kelman 
 
 

WHAT DO STUDENTS THINK OF LITERACY LEGENDS? 

“I’ve really enjoyed it. The book is really good and Miss puts lots of emotion 

into how she reads it. I’m going to borrow it over the summer so I can finish 

it.” 

Mason T, Y7 

 

“I like the sessions, they make me calm at the start of the school day.” 

Kathryn P, Y9 

 



“I like the fact that our book isn’t patronising. There’s the kind of language in 

it that we actually use and it’s about stuff we actually have to deal with.” 

Alfie S, Y10 

 

WHAT DO TEACHERS THINK OF LITERACY LEGENDS? 

“I think that this an excellent strategy and that we should try to increase the 

time for it next year.” 

Mr E, Science Faculty 

 

“I think it is going well, and the students in year 10 seem to be responding 

well to it.” 

Mr A, PE Faculty 

 

LITERACY LEGENDS IN 22-23: 

TERM 1-2 BOOKS: 

Y7:  Wolf by Gillian Cross 

Y8: The List by Patricia Forde 

Y9: Every Line of You by Naomi Gibson 

Y10: Every Day by David Levithan 

Y11: The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

 

USEFUL WEBSITES FOR SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S 

READING: 

 www.theliteracytrust.org 

 www.readingagency.org 

 www.dorrsteplibrary.org  

 www.readingrockets.org 

 

http://www.theliteracytrust.org/
http://www.readingagency.org/
http://www.dorrsteplibrary.org/
http://www.readingrockets.org/


CSS SUMMER BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS: 

So, we know books are great but how do we know which ones to buy? 

Here’s some suggestions for your child’s summer reading: 

YEAR 7s & 8 

                              

 

YEAR 9+: 

                          

 

 

READING TEACHERS, READING PUPILS PROJECT: 

As a Trust, we took part in a fantastic project supported by the Cheltenham 

Literature Festival and teachers from across our five schools were gifted 

copies of new books to read and then trial with their students. One of these, 

Cinderella is Dead is included in the list above. If you want to know more 

about this book and the others chosen for the project, check out this video 

we made: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMe5t-zGaEE 

 

Have a brilliant, book-filled summer everyone!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMe5t-zGaEE

