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5th February 2021 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Parent Survey – many thanks to all parents/carers who have provided feedback via our survey 
regarding our online learning provision.  All your comments have been read and taken into 
consideration as we continue to review and refine our offer.  There is an outline of the school’s 
response to online learning on the website.  If you have not yet been able to complete the survey, there 
is still time to do so today. 
 
As we evaluate and evolve our provision, we are trialling a new idea next week – Wellbeing 
Wednesday.  This is to respond to feedback we have gathered from students and parents/carers via 
the survey.  We are aware that a number of students are feeling overwhelmed with the amount of work 
underway and the difficulties with working remotely.   
 
Wellbeing Wednesday – 10th February (for Key Stages 3 and 4) next week we are pausing our 
online learning programme for the day to support students with their wellbeing and mental health.  Post 
16 students should continue with their studies.  Everyone should still engage with the programme on 
offer, this is not a day off but we are highly conscious that learning through a computer screen is very 
challenging.  The day will start as usual with tutor time at 8.50am and a recorded assembly from Mrs 
Emms with a focus on mental health.  Students can then select from a range of activities throughout 
the day, many of which will be new and add variety to the week or they may choose to spend the day 
catching up with work with which they feel they have fallen behind.  We do encourage everyone to aim 
to reduce screen time on that day in recognition it is draining for us all working through a computer 
screen.   
 
Staff will be checking messages either through Teams or email periodically throughout the day – 
students are encouraged to make contact should they require additional advice or support.  We will 
also be sending a link to students in all years asking for their feedback regarding online learning, it 
would be helpful if everyone could complete the short questionnaire to provide us with valuable 
information to assist our programme as we evolve it further.  We will welcome feedback from students 
via the tutor groups after we try out this new idea. 
 
For those students on site, there will be a variety of activities throughout the day and everyone will 
spend some time participating in physical exercise therefore all students must wear their PE kit on that 
day please. 
 
Assemblies – assemblies will be starting again next week with a House Assembly at 8.50am on 
Tuesday and then week commencing 22nd February year assemblies will take place: 

Monday Year 7 
Tuesday Year 8 
Wednesday Year 9 
Thursday Year 11 
Friday Year 10 
 

Ms Hilleard is continuing to work with our 6th Form students with a personalised response.  Please feel 
able to contact her or any of the 6th Form tutors should you need support, guidance or a chat. 
 

Covid testing – our testing system is running very smoothly and we are enormously grateful 
to those who are volunteering to support this strategy.  Without you, we would not be able to 
run this programme, thank you!  We could still do with more volunteers and if you feel able to 
help out, please contact the school via the enquiries@chippingsodburyschool.com email 
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address.  Staff are being tested each week and those students who are on-site are also tested 
twice a week where we have parental consent.  If you have not yet provided consent, please 
complete the online form here to indicate whether or not you are giving consent.  Even if you choose 
not to give consent, we do need an online response please.  
 
Half term – Schools are being asked to support contact tracing during the holidays therefore if your 
son/daughter does test positive, you will need to alert the Local Authority using the following email 
address:  ey-schoolscovidincidents@southglos.gov.uk   The LA will then inform me about the 
positive case and we will identify the contacts.  Please do not contact us directly at school as your 
message is unlikely to be read and the switchboard will be closed.   
 
For those families in receipt of free school meals, vouchers will be issued to cover the half term 
holidays.  We are using the Local Authority scheme and voucher codes will be sent via email early next 
week. 
 
Parents’ Evening – our re-scheduled Year 9 Parents’ Evening worked well last week and thank you to 
those of you who worked with us in this new way of communication regarding student progress.  In due 
course we will be reviewing this system to reflect on the positive aspects with a view to improve our 
procedures in the future.  Year 11 Parents’ Evening is on Thursday 25th February and the booking 
system is programmed to open on Wednesday 10th February at 9am.  Please book your appointments 
from next Wednesday. 
 
Year 9 Options - all forms should have been completed by now.  If students require more time for 
conversations or further guidance, that is not a problem and assistance is available.  However, the form 
should be submitted indicating this is the case.  Thank you to the vast majority of Year 9 students who 
have made their choices and submitted their forms, Mr Milburn is busy working on the responses. 
 
Term 4 – at the time of writing, we have yet to receive any guidance regarding the re-opening of 
schools in term 4.  When the government issue their instructions, we will communicate with all our 
families.  
 
The closing date for the Ofqual consultation for how exam grades will be decided this summer for A 
level and GCSE courses was last week.  I hope you were able to participate and provide your own 
feedback.  Once we hear the outcome of that consultation and decisions have been made, we will be 
clear how we need to proceed and what evidence will be required.  In the meantime, it is critical that all 
students continue to work hard on their studies.  If anyone needs help or further guidance, please 
contact the relevant tutor, Head of House or subject teacher. 
 
Students on-site – for those students coming into school, this is a reminder that full school uniform 
should be worn each day with school PE kit on those days where PE is on the timetable.  Please also 
ensure your son/daughter brings plenty of water to drink as our water fountains remain out of action 
due to the pandemic.  Hoodies of any description are not part of our school uniform. 
 
Finally, as a working parent I understand and appreciate the challenges we are all facing keeping our 
sons/daughters engaged and motivated throughout this lockdown period.  None of this is easy and I 
wish to thank you all for your continued support and hard work.  I hope all our families stay fit and well 
but please do get in touch if you feel we can assist in any way. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Katherine Turner 
Headteacher 
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