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Monday 6th September 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I hope everyone has had a really good summer.  The purpose of this letter is to clarify some key points 

which I hope will reassure you as we start the term.  I appreciate that there is a great deal of speculation 

and discussion in the press regarding the start of the school year which may be causing some confusion. 

Face coverings – students and staff are no longer asked to cover their faces in communal spaces eg. 

corridors.  This will be monitored and we may have to go back to face coverings should local rates rise 

significantly.  Any student who is using public or school transport, including taxis will be asked to cover their 

face during their journey to and from school or for the 6th Form, movement between the three schools. 

Bubbles and zones – schools no longer have to organise students within bubbles and zones.  However, 

some students felt the benefit of operating within a zone.  To assist Year 7s, this term they have a 

designated outside space and we have allocated toilets to different year groups to support student welfare. 

Staggered start/end to the day – there is no staggering to the day.  All students in all year groups should 

arrive just before 8.50am and everyone will leave at 3.05pm. 

Hygiene – we ask all members of the school community to continue with careful hand hygiene including 

the use of sanitiser.  Cleaning will also continue throughout the school day. 

Testing – the DfE request that all students conduct a lateral flow test at least twice weekly at home.  We 

have had an incredibly high percentage of students attend for their first test on-site before we start term and 

thank you to all parents/carers and students who have engaged in this so positively.  For the very small 

number of students who had a positive LFT, they have been able to access a PCR test quickly and stay 

away from school to avoid the spread of the virus.  Moving forwards, this will be a critical strategy to 

prevent the spread of Covid throughout our community.  Where you feel able to do so, please could you 

ensure your son/daughter does carry out a LFT at home twice each week?  We will be issuing more testing 

kits this week.  You no longer need to record your results on the school system but where there is a 

positive response, you will need to arrange an immediate PCR test to be conducted within 48 hours of the 

positive LFT.  Your son/daughter MUST NOT come into school until you have the results.  If it is positive, 

he/she will need to isolate at home.  If it is negative, he/she can return to school.  Please do keep us up-

dated via the Absence Line or our main switchboard.  The NHS is now carrying out all track and trace 

procedures. 

Remote learning – should anyone need to self-isolate for Covid reasons or has to have a period of 

absence, school work should be accessed via the website.  As far as possible, we would recommend 

students stick to their timetables.  Should you require additional work please liaise with the relevant tutor.   

Vaccinations – this is perhaps the issue which is causing the most concern for some of our families.  At 

the time of writing, there is no vaccination programme to be delivered on the school site.  I appreciate there 

is a great deal of discussion and also speculation in the press and for some, this is causing 

misunderstanding and anxiety.  Please be reassured that should this position change, we will be back in 

touch with you to communicate any information we receive.   

School staff do not vaccinate young people; school sites are used by health care teams to roll out 

vaccination programmes eg HPV for teenagers.  These vaccinations are always given by a trained clinician, 



not school staff.  If a programme is rolled out in schools, consent will be sought and again, I appreciate 

there is a lot of discussion about who will be able to give consent.  Nothing has been communicated with us 

in school regarding this matter therefore please do not feel you need to tell us your wishes regarding 

vaccinations. 

PE kit – we are back to using the changing rooms which will be cleaned during the day.  Students should 

now be in their regular school uniform for the day and bring in PE kit for PE lessons. 

Lockers – lockers should be empty ready for reallocation.  This week, students are being reminded to 

ensure all belongings have been removed before the end of school day on Wednesday.  Bolt cutters will be 

used at the end of this week to access any lockers where students have left a padlock on the outside; 

lockers will be cleaned ready to be used from next week.  If your son/daughter would like to use a locker, a 

payment of £5 will be required to be paid via ParentPay.  Payments can be made from Thursday 9th 

September. Once the payment has been received, our finance officer will issue a locker number to the 

student and he/she will need to use their own padlock. 

School Reception – we will be continuing with some of our measures from last year and ask 

parents/carers, as far as possible, to avoid coming on site.  We appreciate this is not always feasible so if 

you do need to attend, please sanitise hands on arrival, wear a face covering and stick to the one 

person/family rule in the Reception area.  This is to protect staff and manage a limited space.  Thank you 

for your understanding. 

All our measures for opening this term are based on DfE guidance which you can find here plus some of 

the constructive feedback we received from parents/carers, students and staff at the end of last term.  We 

are certainly hoping for a more settled year in education but will keep you all informed should the situation 

change. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Katherine Turner 
Headteacher 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance

